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HOLY NAME OF MARY PARISH HUNTERS HILL 
ST PETER CHANEL WOOLWICH 

We acknowledge the Walumatagal people — the first custodians of this place 

Calendar 

 February 

23 Villa Maria 
 Kindergarten 
 Welcome 
 Mass HNM 
 6.00pm 

 March 

1 Exposition of 
 the Blessed 
 Sacrament 
 HNM 7.00am 

6 Ash      
 Wednesday 

19 Baptism Prep 
 Session    
 Chapter Hall 
 7.30pm 

21 Anointing 
 Mass Chapter 
 Hall 11.30am 

23 Farewell for 
 Marist Sisters 
 at College 
 2.00pm 

23-4 Parish Appeal 
 for Jesuit      
 Social          
 Services,     
 Wilmott 

29-30 24 Hours 
 for the Lord 
 Exposition HNM 
 10.00am—
 10.00am 

29 Men’s Group 
 Dinner Parish 
 Hall 7.00pm 

A couple of weeks’ ago I was briefly in Geelong at the invitation of St Joseph’s College, a boys’ school with 

1700 students. They were blessing and opening their new St Peter Chanel Centre which houses their music 

department among other College facilities. I was honoured to be a Marist presence in that Christian Brothers’ 

stronghold! 

I was surprised as I descended the steps from the plane at Avalon airport when I thanked the young flight at-

tendant for his service and he replied with a cheery “You’re very welcome, and God bless you!” This spontane-

ous, un-self-conscious greeting was a delightful injection in an environment that keeps its language safely secu-

lar. Apart from a few mumbled prayers at the start of each parliamentary sitting in Canberra, God doesn’t usual-

ly rate a mention in our public forums, except perhaps as an occasional expletive! 

Our parish Social Justice Group, when responding to the Plenary Council 2020 questions, discussed why we 

don’t speak of God in public and even, often enough in our homes.  There was a thought that we are a bit self -

conscious about naming our faith in front of each other.  Maybe we’ll appear a bit foolish or express our faith in 

ways that do not resonate with our hearers. Maybe we don’t feel competent to speak of our faith.  

It’s also possible that the prevailing culture makes any mention of God or faith a risk. It’s an entry into uncharted 

waters for many people. Sometimes when I spontaneously offer a “God bless you” to friends or people I’ve just 

met, the response is a sort of self-conscious laugh as if the recipient of the greeting doesn’t quite know how to 

receive it. Our leaders too seem unable to progress beyond “Our thoughts are with them,” when referring to 

victims of natural disasters. This well-meaning offering may be heartfelt and sincere, but feels sadly impotent. 

We seem unable to allow that there is more to reality than ourselves. So long as we are the beginning and end-

ing of our own existence, our secular culture rests easily and bland.  

Here, there seems no room for transformation. Our tightly controlled language keeps us safe. There may be a 

certain desperate fear that if there is more to life than we imagined, our secular world would somehow be lost. 

There is no room for the transcendent in this culture.  Any talk of God, a possible after-life, saints and angels, 

leads to unease and even ridicule. 

I wonder what your thoughts are on all this. How are you when issues of faith surface in general conversation at 

work, among friends or at home? Our kids perform an important role here as they jolt us with their questions 

and ideas and then we have nowhere to hide!   

Here we’re not talking about matters relating to the Church. Discussions about the Church and its shortcomings 

and challenges are no problem, as the Church is pretty easy prey in the current climate and the subject of ready 

discussion. We’re talking about the language of the heart, the engagement with the mystery revealed to us in 

Jesus, the News of a loving, compassionate and just God. We’re talking about the readiness to live easily in the 

presence of this mystery without needing to control outcomes. Here we’re in the presence of the One who is 

beyond all words and imaginings.  

Here a loving surrender serves its purpose. There is no need for urgent prayers or compulsory rituals. We don’t 

need to bargain or control. There’s no point in that. Whether we like it or not, God is at the heart of all creation, 

every breath, relationship and venture. This mysterious presence could well become our home ground if we 

dare to take the risk to engage.  Some saint once referred to “the darkness of faith”, a good reflection of faith’s 

experience. Rather than remaining afraid of this encounter, we could well find the peace of heart that our rest-

less secular culture can never hope to provide.                                                                       Father Kevin 
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HOW WELL DO YOU 
KNOW YOUR PARISH? 
See if anyone in your pew 

knows the name of these pa-

rishioners. Their names 

next week. 

Last week’s photo: 

Dominique Galea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN        
WELCOME MASS 
Our regular Saturday Vigil Mass 

at Holy Name of Mary Church, 

Saturday 23 February, 6.00pm, 

will also be a welcome Mass for 

the new Villa Maria Kindergarten 

children and their parents.  

PRAY FOR THE            
PLENARY COUNCIL  
Across Australia, Catholics are 

gathering to pray, talk and listen 

to one another about our experi-

ences of faith and the Church.  

Many parishes within the Archdi-

ocese have commenced their 

journey towards the Plenary 

Council 2020, sharing and re-

flecting on the future of the Cath-

olic church in Australia.   

ONE MORE CONVERSATION! 

Our Parish is having one more 

conversation to enable us to add 

our voice to that  of the wider 

church.  

You can join us on: 

Saturday 23 February 

Chapter Hall at 9.00 am follow-

ing morning Mass. 

Everyone invited for conversa-

tion, coffee and croissants! 

Your voice is important! 

BABAAYN COMMUNITY 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Baabayn is a small Aboriginal 
organisation founded and run by 
a group of women elders with 
administrative assistance provid-
ed by volunteers.  
 
At present we are looking for a 
volunteer with bookkeeping or 
accountancy skills who would be 
able and willing to come to the 
centre 1 or 2 days a week.   
 
We are looking for someone who 
would like to be part of a com-
munity that is welcoming to all, 
has perhaps retired from full time 
work and who would be willing to 
work with Aboriginal people for 
the development of the local 
community in an Aboriginal way.   
 

What’s on?                                                                                                             

For more information please go to 
our website and/or meet and talk 
with us in Mount Druitt. Please 
call me on 0400967727.              
Sr Naomi Smith rsj. 
 

FLOWER MINISTRY 
If anyone is interested in helping 

out in the flower ministry at St 

Peter Chanel please contact 

Louise Young on 0410 124 406 

 

CATCH-UP                          
SACRAMENTAL              
CLASSES 
For children year 3 and upwards 

who have not received the sacra-

ments of First Reconciliation and 

First Communion.  

Each Sacrament costs $40 and 

you will need to go to TRYBOOK-

INGS to fill out your information 

and finalise payment. The link for 

this is: https://

www.trybooking.com/BAPDM  or 

https://

www.trybooking.com/467206  and 

is open 13 February at 7pm till 5 

March at 7pm. 

REGISTRATION FOR THE 
SACRAMENT OF 
CONFIRMATION 
Our Sacramental Program has gone 

Online. 

Confirmation is for candidates who 

are in Year 6 or above. 

We are using the Trybooking system.  

In addition to personal information,               

you will need the following in order to 

complete your Confirmation registra-

tion: 

Baptism Certificate                               

Reconciliation details                           

Communion details                                        

A Saint’s Name                                            

Sponsor Name – a Catholic               

person 16 years and older 

Credit card details for payment of 

$40.50 

Bookings will open at 7.00pm                    

6 March close at 7.00pm  1 April.         

Trybooking Link: 

https://www.trybooking.com/BAWKJ  

or  

https://www.trybooking.com/472117 

Registration for other Sacraments will 

be available all in good time. 

 

HOLY CROSS COLLEGE 
OPEN DAY 2019 
Sunday 10 March                                     

10am to 1.00pm                                        

Principal’s Address : 11.30am      

More details on Church Notice 

Boards. 

CHILD SAFETY 
OUR  SPECIAL 
PRIORITY 

DURING LENT AT OUR 
PLACE 
ASH WEDNESDAY       

MASSES 

HNM: 9.15am & 7.00pm 

SPC: 12.15pm 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 

Each Wednesday Evening 

HNM 7.00pm 

24 HOURS FOR THE LORD 

(EXPOSITION OF THE 

BLESSED SACRAMENT) 

Friday 29-Saturday—          

30 March HNM 10.00am, 

Concluding with 10.00 am 

Mass Saturday. 

This Mass will replace the 

normal Saturday 8.00am 

Mass. 

(Priests will be available for 

the Sacrament of                

Reconcililation on the Satur-

day morning from                  

8.00 am) 

DATES FOR MEN’S 
GROUP DINNER 2019 
Parish Hall 7.00 for 7.30pm 

Friday 29th March 2019 

Tuesday 25th June, 2019 

Tuesday 10th September 2019 

Tuesday 3rd December 2019 

https://www.trybooking.com/BAPDM
https://www.trybooking.com/BAPDM
https://www.trybooking.com/467206
https://www.trybooking.com/467206
https://www.trybooking.com/BAWKJ
https://www.trybooking.com/472117
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Pray for... PRAYER ZONE 

BISHOP TERRY BRADY 
We pray for Bishop Terry who is 

in hospital following a fall last 

week. He requires surgery and  

rehab. He is in good spirits and 

is grateful for our prayers.  

BISHOPS MEETING IN 
ROME 
We pray for wisdom, courage 

and a commitment to justice on 

the part of the Bishops meeting 

this week with Pope Francis, as 

they seek to develop a response 

by the whole Church to the sexu-

al abuse crisis. 

Marist Sisters’ College 
Principal: Dr Anne Ireland            

Ph: 9816 2041         

www.mscw.nsw.edu.au   

Campus Evening Experience for 
prospective families is being held on 
Tuesday 5 March 2019. Online 
booking now available at http://

www.mscw.nsw.edu.au/campus-experience-

evening/.                                            
Enrolments for Year 7 2021 - Ap-
plications will close on Wednesday 

20 March 2019. 
First Reading :  Sirach 27:4-7 

Second Reading : 1 Corinthians 15:54-58 
Gospel Reading :  Luke :6:39-45 

This Week… Scripture Zone 

First Reading:   
1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 
22-23   
David has a chance to kill Saul, 

his mortal enemy but relinquish-

es this opportunity for the sake 

of remaining faithful to God’s 

plan.                        

Response  
The Lord is kind and merciful.    
              

Second Reading : 
1 Corinthians 15:45-49 

We naturally carry the earthly 

image of Adam. However, that is 

not the all of who we are, and 

we are to grow evermore into 

the image of our true selves, the 

“heavenly person” of Christ.   

 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
 Alleluia, alleluia! 

I give you a new commandment: 

Love one another as I have loved 

you.  

 Alleluia !  

Gospel Reading:  
Luke 6:27-38 
The weighty calling of today’s 

Gospel is to love all in every cir-

cumstance, even those who 

seemingly deserve it least.  It is a 

love that stretches us to the edge 

of our understanding and, thus, is 

only possible if modelled on the 

love of God itself.           

                             

Monthly Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament begins again.                            
1 March HNM 7.00am 

Ash Wednesday 6 March 

 Coming Soon 
POINT TO PONDER 
A Prayer of Cardinal John Henry Newman 

God has created me to do Him some definite ser-
vice. He has committed some work to me which He 
has not committed to another. I have my mission.  
May never know it in this life, but I shall be told it 
in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of con-
nection between persons. He has not created me for 
naught. I shall do good: I shall do His work. I shall 
be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my 
own place, while not intending it if I do but keep 
his commandments. Therefore, I will trust Him, 
whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am 
in sickness, my sickness may serve Him. If I am in 
sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. He does nothing 
in vain. He knows what He is about. He may take 
away my friends. He may throw me among 
strangers. He may make me feel desolate, make my 
spirits sink, hide my future from me. Still, he knows 
what he is about Amen. 
 

Villa Maria Primary 
School 
Principal: Mr. Kevin Turner    

Phone: 98796100            
www.vmhuntershill.catholic.edu.au 

St Josephs’ College 
Principal: Dr Christopher Hayes    

Mark Street, Hunters Hill, NSW 

2110      T +61 2 9816 0802     

www.joeys.org 

 

Well Done...CONGRATS AND THANKS 
ZONE 

Congratulations and  wel-

come to Kyara Padovan, 

Joshua Johnston, Xavi-

er Caker, who  will be 

baptized  into our  Chris-

tian community this week-

end. 

Please pray for all those who 

are sick or in special need in 

our community:                                                                                                               

Marie Ferris, Janet Muscat,   

Judy Craig,  Andrew & Lina 

Gullotta, Suzanne Traill, 

Frank Lloyd and John Bur-

ton. 

  

 

 

 

I WAS SICK AND 
YOU VISITED ME 

JUDY DAY 
With great attentiveness, Judy 

keeps in touch with many parish-

ioners who are housebound, un-

well or elderly, making sure they 

receive regular visits from our 

parish team. Their sharing in the 

Eucharist makes them one in spirit 

with us as we gather in our 

churches. We thank Judy for the 

great care and love she brings to 

this vital ministry.   

http://www.mscw.nsw.edu.au
http://www.mscw.nsw.edu.au/campus-experience-evening/
http://www.mscw.nsw.edu.au/campus-experience-evening/
http://www.mscw.nsw.edu.au/campus-experience-evening/
http://www.joeys.org/


A PARISH OF THE MARIST FATHERS 

PARISH OFFICE: 
3A Mary Street. 
Hours: 9.00am – 5.00pm, Mon-Fri 
PHONE: 9817 5325. 
FAX: 9817 4615. 
EMAIL: villamar@bigpond.net.au 

PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest:  
Father Kevin Bates SM 
Ph: 0425 333 129 
kev@kevinbates.com 
Priests Assisting: 
Fathers Aliki Langi SM, Ph: 0408 896 839      
John Worthington SM, Paul Pearce SM 
Parish Secretary: Sylvia Gutierrez 

Associate Secretary: Maggie Mullane 
Sacramental Coordinator: Rosalia Foley 
fft@hnom.com.au 0409 608 979 
Parish Safeguarding Support Officers: 
Caitlin Pfafflin & Kathleen Lee: 

hnompsso@gmail.com   

……………………………………………... 

BAPTISM: 
By arrangement. Parents please contact the 
presbytery to book & arrange to attend the 
Baptism Prep Program 
BAPTISM  PREPARATION EVENINGS:        
Tuesdays: 19 March,  9 April, 14 May  Chap-
ter Hall @ 7.30pm 
…………………………………………………… 
MARRIAGE: 
At least six months notice must be given. The 
parish clergy will officiate primarily for parishion-
ers. Others will generally need to arrange their 
own Priest or  Deacon.     

..................................................................... 

PARISH PASTORAL GROUPS AND           
CONTACTS     
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson:       
Matt Fehon 
mfehon@mcgrathnichol.com                                  
Parish Pastoral Council Secretary:          
Richard McNamee:                                              

richard_mcnamee@baxter.com 

Parish Finance Committee:                       
Michael Lindsay  0423 020 002 
Parish Youth Minister: 
Jessie Wade 0455 488 272 

Family Faith Educator: Marea De Angelis 
Ph: 0419 448 201 

RCIA: Janet Greene 9879 6515                                                   

Counselling:  Deborah Khoury 0409 719 
443 
………………………………………………... 
Villa Play Group: Tues 9:30-11:30am Par-
ish Hall. Mercedes Simola 0414 625 384 
www.hnom.com.au/children 

St Vincent De Paul: Paul Ladd 0468 355 753 

Meditation Group: Gabrielle Woodcock, 

9817 0097           

Young Adults Group: Nicholas Fearnley  
0401 722 839 
Aged Ministry :                                        
Margaret Gambley 9807 2160                                                     

Grief Support Group:                                         
Cecilia Brungs   0412 284 028  

Social Justice Group:                           

Marnie Butler: Ph:0413 004 702                                 

Marist Laity Group: Cathy Gallo 9817 2959, 

Josiane Espinosa 9807 9199                  
……………………………………………………...                                                                                            

Liturgy Group:                                              

Moya Preece  Ph: 0418 406 513 

Eucharistic Ministry Coordinators:         
HNM: Maggie Mullane: 0411 475 469 

SPC: Maria Goode: 0423 706 830 

Altar Servers Coordinator:                                    

Yvonne Young 0410 588 063  Email: 
yyhnom@gmail.com 

Readers HNM: Barry Buffier   9817 8805 

SPC: Mark Volpato 9816 4431                 

Children’s Liturgy:                                          

HNM: Olivia Edwards: 0409 541 177    

Email: oedwards121@gmail.com 

SPC: Tee Davies 0407 827 957     

Altar Society: Jane Keneally 0419221185. 

Annette Hills 0401 252 064      

Cleaners:                                                                         

HNM: Mike Burfitt 9879 4197                             

SPC:  Claire Glase 0418 668 486 

Men’s Group:                                                      

Clinton McDonald: 0419 646 311                       

Gerardo D'Angelo  Ph:  0418 294 063 

Inter-Church Council:                                  

Richard Korkor Ph: 0410 431 022 

St Peter Chanel Management Team:  
TBA 

Web: www.hnom.com.au 

Facebook: Holy Name of Mary Parish 

New or Returning 

Parishioners…                        

Please come along to the Parish Office  for a 

warm welcome and to pick up a Parish 

Information Kit . 

OUR PARISH PRAYER 
Loving God,  

you are the home for our hearts’ deepest longings.  
We find our way as families and as individuals only in you, through our brother Jesus,  

encouraged by the breath of your Spirit.  
We thank you for all the blessings we enjoy in our parish family.  

May we continue to share our gifts of life and love with glad and generous hearts. 
May our world be somehow more alive because we have passed this way. 

May Mary our parish patron continue to inspire us as we give new birth to your Word in our turn.  
We make our prayer in Jesus’ Name.    Amen. 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Sat.6.00pm 
Sun.8.00am, 10.00am, 6.00pm. 
St. Peter Chanel:  Sunday – 9.00am. 
WEEKDAY EUCHARIST 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Monday to Friday –9.00am. 
Saturday – 8.00am. 
St Peter Chanel: Wednesday 12.15pm 
RECONCILIATON: 
Holy Name of Mary: Saturday 
5.15pm-5.45pm or by request. 


