
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR C  

WHY STAY?            FRANCIS SULLIVAN 

 

17 March 2019 

HOLY NAME OF MARY PARISH HUNTERS HILL 
ST PETER CHANEL WOOLWICH 

We acknowledge the Walumatagal people — the first custodians of this place 

Calendar 

 March 

19 Baptism Prep 
 Session    
 Chapter Hall 
 7.30pm 

21 Anointing 
 Mass Chapter 
 Hall 11.30am 

23 Farewell for 
 Marist Sisters 
 at College 
 2.00pm 

23-4 Parish Appeal 
 for Jesuit      
 Social          
 Services,     
 Wilmott 

24 Inter-Church 
 Council Movie 
 See p.2 

27 Finance    
 Committee 
 Meeting       
 Parish House 
 6.30pm 

28 Social Justice 
 Group       
 Meeting      
 Parish House 
 7.30pm 

29 24 Hours for 
the Lord (See 
p.2) 

29 Men’s Group 
 Dinner Parish 
 Hall 7.00pm 

This is an excerpt from a reflection by Francis Sullivan following the conviction of Cardinal George Pell 

Since the conviction of Cardinal Pell I have been asked why I remain a Catholic. It is an obvious question. The 
extent of criminal behaviour and the active cover up by bishops and religious leaders of perpetrators has been 

breathtaking. Ordinary Catholics have been played as mugs by the Church leadership. Why stay? 

My answer is why not! The abuse scandal has rocked my confidence in the clericalist management of the 
Church but not my sense of the collective journey I walk with other Catholics. I believe the “assembled walkers” 
are the Church! I feel no compulsion to leave them. I feel participating in a faith community a vital aspect of my 
self expression. Being Catholic for me is less a religious tag or a member of a religion and more a chosen path-

way of personal and spiritual discovery best undertaken in community. It is my way of living the Gospel. 

I have found deep comfort in and direction from my faith tradition. I feel nurtured in the sense that I am part of a 
pilgrim people, ever moving into a better understanding of the divine in my life and an appreciation of what that 

means for me as person in society. 

The clerical sex abuse scandal is a crisis primarily about the culture of the Church. It may well cause some to 

rethink their beliefs and practices, but for me it has been a call to deepen my spiritual practice.  

I have benefited by being raised as a Catholic and being involved in social and spiritual apostolates of the 
Church. I have found the wisdom of the teaching and spiritual tradition a rich source of inspiration, information 

and discernment. 

So if others are asking whether it is worth hanging in there with the Church I say now is the time for lay Catho-
lics to claim their rightful place within the organised expression of the Church. If nothing else the scandal has 
demonstrated the massive power imbalance that lays at the heart of the institution. The clericalism, so be-
moaned by Pope Francis, has delivered an institutional structure too top heavy with clerics, company men and 

time servers. 

Being Catholic has always been a mix of the identification with a religious tradition and a personal integration of 
faith and reason. When this development is healthy Catholics gain confidence of their place in the Church and 
become more articulate in the revealed truths of the faith. The abuse scandal has clouded the atmosphere for 
Catholics but not the imperative to seek the Beyond and join with others in pursuing truth, goodness and beau-

ty. 

I believe the wisdom of the Gospel tradition has much to offer post modern society. Not as a bulwark against 
secularism or a last bastion of traditional values. More as a font for personal freedom and agency in a society 
that prizes human rights and autonomy. A reclaiming from the Catholic tradition of the primacy of personal con-
science would be no small thing in how Catholics navigate life with its competing philosophies, social narratives 
and identity politics. For to be Catholic is to be attentive to how our society becomes more human, more com-

passionate and creative in prizing the dignity and inherent value of everyone.  

For me that makes my faith real, practical and important. It compels me to be less self centred and precious. It 
implores me to move from my comfort zone to places that open my spirit and hopefully my heart. It shows me 

that God is forever creating and I can participate in that. So, why leave? 

This spirituality leads to an ever deepening acceptance of my self as the place God comes to me.  

Pearls and Irritations, 11 March 2019 

Francis Sullivan most recently was CEO of the Catholic Church’s Truth Justice and Healing Council.  
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HOW WELL DO YOU 
KNOW YOUR PARISH? 
See if anyone in your pew 

knows the name of this parish-

ioner. His name next week. 

Last week’s photo: 

Ann Freeman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLIMMERS OF GRACE  
NEW COPIES                
AVAILABLE 
Following a second print-run of   

Father Kevin’s book, “Glimmers 

of Grace”, copies are now avail-

able for purchase at the parish 

office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGISTRATION FOR THE 
SACRAMENT OF 
CONFIRMATION 
Our Sacramental Program has 

gone Online. 

Confirmation is for candidates 

who are in Year 6 or above. 

We are using the Trybooking 

system.  

Credit card details for payment 

of $40.50 

Bookings opened at 7.00pm                    

6 March and will close at 7.00pm                 

1 April         

Trybooking Link: 

https://www.trybooking.com/BA

WKJ  

or  

https://www.trybooking.com/472

117 

 
SCRIPTURE PRAYER 
GROUP 
For five Tuesdays during Lent 

starting on Tuesday 12 March 

the Scripture Prayer Group will 

meet for the Lenten Series of the 

Lectio Divina Heartbeat Pro-

gram.  

Place:  Chapter Hall                      

Time:  6.45 for 7pm.                   

All welcome.    

 

 
 

What’s on?                                                                                                             

 

Join St Patrick’s Cathe-
dral Choir Parramatta 
Recruiting singers. An exciting 

opportunity to join a number of 

highly talented musicians. Choral 

scholarships are available to sing-

ers who demonstrate advanced 

skills and musical leadership. Visit 

stpatscathedral.com.au/music or  

Bernard Kirkpatrick on 0430 431 

884 

FOOD DRIVE FOR JESUIT 
SOCIAL PROJECT NEXT 
WEEKEND 
At each Mass on the 23-4 March 

Dave Hammond from Jesuit Social 

Services will speak with us about 

their project at Wilmott and ask for 

our support. Here is an introduction 

to them: 

For over a decade Jesuit Social Ser-

vices has been connecting with, and 

offering service to the people of 

Emerton and wider Mt Druitt. The 

Ignite Food Store has grown from a 

very basic offering of simple bags of 

donated food to what is now a mis-

sion providing essential support to 

over 20,000 people every year.   

Every day we connect with families 

and individuals who are struggling to 

cover the basics many of us take for 

granted. Imagine what it must be like 

to be out of food and still have 5 days 

before there's any money in your 

account. Many people out here expe-

rience this on a regular basis and 

Ignite Food Store has become the 

point of hope for so many people.   

Young families are the largest group 

we help, but retired and elderly folks, 

homeless, unemployed younger peo-

ple, people with disabilities, and 

women and children escaping from 

domestic violence are all regular 

visitors to Ignite Food Store. We 

provide bags full of fresh fruit and 

vegetables and other essential food 

items to get them and their loved 

ones through the fortnight. 

Many wage earning families whose 

incomes are very low, also at times 

need to access our low cost food 

store to make it to the next pay day.  

The biggest challenge we now face is 

sustainability. We know the need is 

there and we've built a platform that 

can almost pay for itself. We are 

continually working to reduce our 

costs and while we are running as 

lean as we possibly can, we still need 

help to make ends meet. We are all 

deeply grateful for your partnership 

and support. 

 

CHILD SAFETY 
OUR  SPECIAL 
PRIORITY 

DURING LENT AT OUR 
PLACE 
 

24 HOURS FOR THE LORD 

(EXPOSITION OF THE 

BLESSED SACRAMENT) 

Friday 29-Saturday—          

30 March HNM 10.00am, 

Concluding with 10.00 am 

Mass Saturday. 

This Mass will replace the 

normal Saturday 8.00am 

Mass. 

(Priests will be available for 

the Sacrament of                

Reconcililation on the Satur-

day morning from                  

8.00 am) 

DATES FOR MEN’S 
GROUP DINNER 2019 
Parish Hall 7.00 for 7.30pm 

Friday 29th March 2019 

What Can Our Church Learn 
from Football? 
Speaker: Sean Cadd 
General Manager, Marketing & 

Communications AFL Club 

Western Bulldogs 

Future dates to note in your 

diary:                                             

Tuesday 25th June, 2019 

Tuesday 10th September 2019 

Tuesday 3rd December 2019 

INTER-CHURCH           
LENTEN MOVIES 
Once again this Lent, the Inter-

Church Council is arranging three 

movie viewings of  a reflective 

nature. Details as follows: 

4.00pm Sunday 24 March HNM 

Chapter Hall: “Keeping the 

Faith”. 

4.00pm Sunday 7 April Boronia 

Park Uniting Church: “Gran Tori-

no” 

More details in flyers at Church 

entrances. 

PARISH PASTORAL 
COUNCIL ELECTION 
The process for electing a new 

Pastoral Council is upon us. 

You may consider offering your-

self for election or suggesting 

another parishioner. Please 

begin some coversations re-

garding suitable candidates.   

The Pastoral Council plays an 

important role in the care of our 

parishioners and helping our 

parish priest to know and serve 

the people of the parish. 

Nominations are being called 

for on this  weekend of 16-17 

March. 

https://www.trybooking.com/BAWKJ
https://www.trybooking.com/BAWKJ
https://www.trybooking.com/472117
https://www.trybooking.com/472117
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Pray for... PRAYER ZONE 

MARRIED COUPLES 
We pray a blessing on all mar-

ried couples, especially those 

who grace or community as they 

live out their marriage among us. 

From the youngest to longest-

lasting, they are a sacrament of 

God’s faithfulness, passion, 

mercy and joy.  

In their own joys and challenges, 

may they continue to be a life-

giving presence among us and 

in a world which longs for the 

inspiration that only faithful love 

can bring.  

Marist Sisters’ College 
Principal: Dr Anne Ireland            

Ph: 9816 2041         

www.mscw.nsw.edu.au   

Enrolments for Year 7 2021 - Ap-
plications will close on Wednesday 

20 March 2019. 

 

 

 

 
 

First Reading :  Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15 
Second Reading : 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

Gospel Reading :  Luke 13:1-9 

This Week… Scripture Zone 

First Reading:   
Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18   
The Lord’s promise to Abram of 

a son and a land is one of the 

many covenants made between 

the Lord and his faithful people.  

As with all covenants, the foun-

dation is fidelity: God’s faithful-

ness to us, and our faithfulness 

to God.  

Response  
The Lord is my light and my 
salvation.     

Second Reading : 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 

In response to those in the Phi-

lippian Church who are seeking 

a way other than the way of the 

Lord Jesus, Paul exhorts the 

faithful Christians of Philippi to 

remain faithful to the way of the 

Cross. . 

 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
 Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Glory and praise to you, Lord 

Jesus Christ! 

From the shining cloud the Fa-

ther’s voice is heard: 

This is my beloved Son, hear him. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord 

Jesus Christ ! 

  Alleluia ! 

 
Gospel Reading:  
Luke 9:28-36 
Following Peter’s confession of 

faith (9:18-21) and the first predic-

tion of the Passion (9:22-28), we 

read Luke’s account of the Trans-

figuration.  In the midst of prayer 

with Peter, John, and James, 

Jesus is transfigured.  Even in this 

brief glimpse of the glory of God, 

the true identity of Jesus is re-

vealed as a messiah who must 

suffer in Jerusalem.  

Men’s Group Dinner 29 March 

Confirmation Prep Program Begins: 
Parish Hall 7.00pm 2 April 

 Coming Soon POINT TO PONDER 
Lord of life,                                                            
we celebrate your countless gifts,                                      
in days and nights,                                                   
in rainbows and rain,                                      
in touch, dream and smile,                                         
in partners who love,                                                  
in kids who cuddle,                                                          
in grannies who listen,                                                 
in friends who care,                                                     
in dogs that lick,                                                       
in hands that sew,                                                       
in food on the table,                                                  
yet above all,                                                           
in your coming among us,                                             
walking our roads,                                                    
calling our names,                                                  
enfolding our lives,                                                
inviting us home. 

Villa Maria Primary 
School 
Principal: Mr. Kevin Turner    

Phone: 98796100            

www.vmhuntershill.catholic.edu.au 

St Josephs’ College 
Principal: Dr Christopher Hayes    

Mark Street, Hunters Hill, NSW 

2110      T +61 2 9816 0802     

www.joeys.org 

 

Well Done...CONGRATS AND THANKS 
ZONE 

Congratulations and  wel-

come to Cristian 

Marques, Bailey & Bon-

nie Fieliciano , Leon de 

Tullio & Ayla Ribera all 

of whom will be baptized  

into our  Christian commu-

nity this weekend. 

 

Please pray for all those who 

are sick or in special need in 

our community:                                                                                                               

Marie Ferris, Janet Muscat,   

Judy Craig,  Andrew & Lina 

Gullotta, Suzanne Traill, 

Frank Lloyd, Winifred Wall 

and John Burton. 

  

 

 

 

I WAS SICK AND 
YOU VISITED ME 

WE’RE AGES BEHIND! 
Late last year, Joe Bannon was 

photographed celebrating a 90-

plus birthday with the youth of his 

family. We congratulate him and 

here produce the previously hid-

den photo! 

http://www.mscw.nsw.edu.au
http://www.joeys.org/


A PARISH OF THE MARIST FATHERS 

PARISH OFFICE: 
3A Mary Street. 
Hours: 9.00am – 5.00pm, Mon-Fri 
PHONE: 9817 5325. 
FAX: 9817 4615. 
EMAIL: villamar@bigpond.net.au 

PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest:  
Father Kevin Bates SM 
Ph: 0425 333 129 
kev@kevinbates.com 
Priests Assisting: 
Fathers Aliki Langi SM, Ph: 0408 896 839      
John Worthington SM, Paul Pearce SM 
Parish Secretary: Sylvia Gutierrez 

Associate Secretary: Maggie Mullane 
Sacramental Coordinator: Rosalia Foley 
fft@hnom.com.au 0409 608 979 
Parish Safeguarding Support Officers: 

Caitlin Pfafflin & Kathleen Lee: 

hnompsso@gmail.com   

……………………………………………... 

BAPTISM: 
By arrangement. Parents please contact the 
presbytery to book & arrange to attend the 
Baptism Prep Program 
BAPTISM  PREPARATION EVENINGS:        
Tuesdays: 19 March,  9 April, 14 May  Chap-
ter Hall @ 7.30pm 
…………………………………………………… 
MARRIAGE: 
At least six months notice must be given. The 
parish clergy will officiate primarily for parishion-
ers. Others will generally need to arrange their 
own Priest or  Deacon.     

..................................................................... 

PARISH PASTORAL GROUPS AND           
CONTACTS     
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson:       
Matt Fehon 
mfehon@mcgrathnichol.com                                  
Parish Pastoral Council Secretary:          
Richard McNamee:                                              

richard_mcnamee@baxter.com 

Parish Finance Committee:                       
Michael Lindsay  0423 020 002 
Parish Youth Minister: 
Jessie Wade 0455 488 272 

Family Faith Educator: Marea De Angelis 

Ph: 0419 448 201 

RCIA: Janet Greene 9879 6515                                                   

Counselling:  Deborah Khoury 0409 719 
443 
………………………………………………... 
Villa Play Group: Tues 9:30-11:30am Par-
ish Hall. Mercedes Simola 0414 625 384 
www.hnom.com.au/children 

St Vincent De Paul: Paul Ladd 0468 355 753 

Meditation Group: Gabrielle Woodcock, 

9817 0097           

Young Adults Group: Nicholas Fearnley  
0401 722 839 
Aged Ministry :                                        

Margaret Gambley 9807 2160                                                     

Grief Support Group:                                         

Cecilia Brungs   0412 284 028  

Social Justice Group:                           

Marnie Butler: Ph:0413 004 702                                 

Marist Laity Group: Cathy Gallo 9817 2959, 

Josiane Espinosa 9807 9199                  
……………………………………………………...                                                                                            

Liturgy Group:                                              

Moya Preece  Ph: 0418 406 513 

Eucharistic Ministry Coordinators:         

HNM: Maggie Mullane: 0411 475 469 

SPC: Maria Goode: 0423 706 830 

Altar Servers Coordinator:                                    

Yvonne Young 0410 588 063  Email: 

yyhnom@gmail.com 

Readers HNM: Barry Buffier   9817 8805 

SPC: Mark Volpato 9816 4431                 

Children’s Liturgy:                                          

HNM: Olivia Edwards: 0409 541 177    

Email: oedwards121@gmail.com 

SPC: Tee Davies 0407 827 957     

Altar Society: Jane Keneally 0419221185. 

Annette Hills 0401 252 064      

Cleaners:                                                                         

HNM: Mike Burfitt 9879 4197                             

SPC:  Claire Glase 0418 668 486 

Men’s Group:                                                      

Clinton McDonald: 0419 646 311                       

Gerardo D'Angelo  Ph:  0418 294 063 

Inter-Church Council:                                  

Richard Korkor Ph: 0410 431 022 

St Peter Chanel Management Team:  

Annette Hills 0401 252 064      

Web: www.hnom.com.au 

Facebook: Holy Name of Mary Parish 

New or Returning 

Parishioners…                        

Please come along to the Parish Office  for a 

warm welcome and to pick up a Parish 

Information Kit . 

OUR PARISH PRAYER 
Loving God,  

you are the home for our hearts’ deepest longings.  
We find our way as families and as individuals only in you, through our brother Jesus,  

encouraged by the breath of your Spirit.  
We thank you for all the blessings we enjoy in our parish family.  

May we continue to share our gifts of life and love with glad and generous hearts. 
May our world be somehow more alive because we have passed this way. 

May Mary our parish patron continue to inspire us as we give new birth to your Word in our turn.  
We make our prayer in Jesus’ Name.    Amen. 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Sat.6.00pm 
Sun.8.00am, 10.00am, 6.00pm. 
St. Peter Chanel:  Sunday – 9.00am. 
WEEKDAY EUCHARIST 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Monday to Friday –9.00am. 
Saturday – 8.00am. 
St Peter Chanel: Wednesday 12.15pm 
RECONCILIATON: 
Holy Name of Mary: Saturday 
5.15pm-5.45pm or by request. 


