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WHAT’S IN A CRANE? 
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HOLY NAME OF MARY PARISH HUNTERS HILL 
ST PETER CHANEL WOOLWICH 

We acknowledge the Walumatagal people — the first custodians of this place 

Calendar 

 March 

23-4 Parish Appeal 
 for Jesuit      
 Social          
 Services,     
 Wilmott 

24 Inter-Church 
 Council Movie 
 See p.2 

27 Finance    
 Committee 
 Meeting       
 Parish House 
 6.30pm 

28 Social Justice 
 Group       
 Meeting      
 Parish House 
 7.30pm 

29 24 Hours for 
the Lord (See 
p.2) 

29 Men’s Group 
 Dinner Parish 
 Hall 7.00pm 

 April 

2 Parents’    
 Confirmation 
 Reflection 
 Session       
 Parish Hall, 
 7.00pm 

3 Liturgy Group 
Meeting Par-
ish House 
7.30pm 

Nearly four days in an eighth floor hospital room last week, gave me the opportunity to watch a giant crane go 

about its business on the neighbouring building site. While from time to time I’ve looked at these monsters and 

wondered how they work, they’ve never really been centre-stage for me. Over these days the crane stimulated 

my curiosity as it performed its duties during the day, and its lights provided a certain companionship during the 

long hospital nights. A couple of lazy hours’ Googling then opened up for me the world of the crane.  I learnt 

about how they’re built, how they survive the weather, how the crane drivers get to work, survive and even go to 

the loo! 

Then I got to thinking about the people in our parish here, and how they often tell you the name of the job they 

do and beyond that, very little. How little we know about the lives and occupations of those around us who each 

contribute to the tapestry of our lives in ways we don’t see.  

While it’s not possible for us to enter the world of everyone we know at depth, it’s well worth our while to be 

open to discoveries that may inform and enrich us. We can easily settle down into our own little bubble and 

satisfy ourselves with the thought that what I already know and experience is quite enough for me.  

In addition to the knowledge and information we’re missing, there can grow amongst us a wariness and even 

suspicion of each other’s differences. We see the extreme extensions of this in racist and xenophobic rhetoric 

that has been on display in recent days.  

Last Sunday evening, wanting to make some gesture of solidarity with the victims of the Christchurch shootings, 

I visited the mosque at Marsden Park in Sydney’s west. I happened in on a hastily arranged gathering of some 

500 people who were there to reflect and pray for the people of Christchurch.  

Speakers from the Moslem, Jewish, and Catholic communities shared their reflections along with local politi-

cians, each of them crying out for a peace that transcends all differences. I received gentle, warm hospitality 

and sitting among a marvellous array of hatted heads, I was at one with the people gathered there.  

As we gaze out windows and see worlds beyond our own, it’s worth looking into our heart to observe our re-

sponse. My curiosity may be aroused to the point where I will explore this unknown world.  My compassion may 

lead me to enter this world, even if for a moment. My fear may well hold me back from engagement altogether.  

In a world that is punctuated by terror and fear, our holding back is very understandable. In a world whose eve-

ry experience holds the potential for God-given learnings, our holding back may diminish all of us.  

Central to the life and mission of Jesus was his readiness to enter worlds he had not previously known.  His 

engagement with women especially was shockingly counter-cultural to the people of his day. Notable among 

these were his interactions with the woman at the well and the woman at Simon’s house, known to her fellow 

citizens as “a sinner in the town.” He visits and dines with the tax-collector Zaccheus, allows himself to be badg-

ered by the persistent Samaritan woman, to be touched by the haemorrhaging Syro-Phoenecian woman and 

greets with compassion the robber dying on the cross beside him. 

Last week’s shootings in Christchurch and some of the subsequent extremist rhetoric, alerts us to this crucially 

important aspect of our Christian mission. We are to build bridges, not walls. We seek to learn the truth of oth-

er’s stories, to walk with them, to respect them and to allow them to enrich our own truth.  

As you see the cranes around town going about their work this week, let them remind you of something beyond 

ourselves.                                                                                                                   Father Kevin 
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HOW WELL DO YOU 
KNOW YOUR PARISH? 
See if anyone in your pew 

knows the name of this parish-

ioner. Her name next 

week. Last week’s 

photo: Gordon Ingles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
SCRIPTURE PRAYER 
GROUP 
For five Tuesdays during Lent 

starting on Tuesday 12 March 

the Scripture Prayer Group has 

been meeting for the Lenten 

Series of the Lectio Divina 

Heartbeat Program.  

Place:  Chapter Hall                      

Time:  6.45 for 7pm.                   

All welcome.    

GLIMMERS OF GRACE  
NEW COPIES                
AVAILABLE 
Following a second print-run of   

Father Kevin’s book, “Glimmers 

of Grace”, copies are now avail-

able for purchase at the parish 

office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAMING & HEARING 
OUR PAIN: 
SPECIAL GATHERING 
Following the Royal Commission 

and Cardinal Pell’s conviction,  

many in the Church are feeling 

bewildered, angry, hurt, be-

trayed.  

As an opportunity to express our 

feelings and concerns, we will  

hold a prayerful, listening  gath-

ering in which we may like to 

pray or share with others and 

reflect on our place in the 

Church at this time. 

Friday 5 April  7.00 pm               

Chapter Hall                              

All Welcome 

 

STUDENT                               
ACCOMMODATION     
URGENTLY NEEDED 
We are looking for accommoda-

tion for a Year 11 student at 

Marist Sisters College. She is in 

a challenging situation at this 

time and living out of home in 

less-than-ideal circumstances.  

The College is asking if we can 

assist. Please ask around and 

see if anyone you know can 

help.   

If you can help, contact Father 

Kevin or call the College directly 

on 9816 2041 and ask for the 

Principal, Dr Anne Ireland. 

What’s on?                                                                                                             

 

FOOD DRIVE FOR JESUIT 
SOCIAL PROJECT THIS 
WEEKEND 
At each Mass this weekend, Dave 

Hammond from Jesuit Social Ser-

vices will speak with us about their 

project at Wilmott and ask for our 

support. Here is an introduction to 

them: 

For over a decade Jesuit Social Ser-

vices has been connecting with, and 

offering service to the people of 

Emerton and wider Mt Druitt. The 

Ignite Food Store has grown from a 

very basic offering of simple bags of 

donated food to what is now a mis-

sion providing essential support to 

over 20,000 people every year.   

Every day we connect with families 

and individuals who are struggling to 

cover the basics many of us take for 

granted. Imagine what it must be like 

to be out of food and still have 5 days 

before there's any money in your 

account. Many people out here expe-

rience this on a regular basis and 

Ignite Food Store has become the 

point of hope for so many people.   

Young families are the largest group 

we help, but retired and elderly folks, 

homeless, unemployed younger peo-

ple, people with disabilities, and 

women and children escaping from 

domestic violence are all regular 

visitors to Ignite Food Store. We 

provide bags full of fresh fruit and 

vegetables and other essential food 

items to get them and their loved 

ones through the fortnight. 

Many wage earning families whose 

incomes are very low, also at times 

need to access our low cost food 

store to make it to the next pay day.  

The biggest challenge we now face is 

sustainability. We know the need is 

there and we've built a platform that 

can almost pay for itself. We are 

continually working to reduce our 

costs and while we are running as 

lean as we possibly can, we still need 

help to make ends meet. We are all 

deeply grateful for your partnership 

and support. 

 

CHILD SAFETY 
OUR  SPECIAL 
PRIORITY 

DURING LENT AT OUR 
PLACE 
24 HOURS FOR THE LORD 

(EXPOSITION OF THE 

BLESSED SACRAMENT) Fri-

day 29-Saturday— 30 March 

HNM 10.00am, Concluding 

with 10.00 am Mass Saturday. 

This Mass will replace the 

normal Saturday 8.00am Mass. 

(Priests will be available for the 

Sacrament of  Reconciliation on 

the Saturday morning from                  

8.00 am) 

DATES FOR MEN’S 
GROUP DINNER 2019 
Parish Hall 7.00 for 7.30pm 

Friday 29th March 2019 

What Can Our Church Learn 
from Football? 
Speaker: Sean Cadd 
General Manager, Marketing & 

Communications AFL Club 

Western Bulldogs 

Future dates to note in your 

diary:                                             

Tuesday 25th June, 2019 

Tuesday 10th September 2019 

Tuesday 3rd December 2019 

INTER-CHURCH           
LENTEN MOVIES 
Once again this Lent, the Inter-

Church Council is arranging 

some  movie viewings of  a 

reflective nature. Details as 

follows: 

4.00pm Sunday 24 March HNM 

Chapter Hall: “Keeping the 

Faith”. 

4.00pm Sunday 7 April Boronia 

Park Uniting Church: “Gran 

Torino” 

More details in flyers at Church 

entrances. 

PARISH PASTORAL 
COUNCIL ELECTION 
The process for electing a new 

Pastoral Council is upon us. 

You may consider offering your-

self for election or suggesting 

another parishioner. Please 

begin some coversations re-

garding suitable candidates.   

The Pastoral Council plays an 

important role in the care of our 

parishioners and helping our 

parish priest to know and serve 

the people of the parish. 

Please return Nomination 

Forms by 28 March 
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Pray for... PRAYER ZONE 

THE PEOPLE OF 
CHRISTCHURCH 
For the people of all faiths in 

Christchurch we pray, especially 

the Moslem community most 

directly affected by last week’s 

attacks.  

We pray that the outpouring of 

love and unity that has followed, 

becomes the norm rather than 

the exception in all our relating 

to each other. 

May this peace be our legacy to 

our children and their children in 

turn. 

Marist Sisters’ College 
Principal: Dr Anne Ireland            

Ph: 9816 2041         

www.mscw.nsw.edu.au   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

First Reading :  Joshua 5:9-12 
Second Reading : 2 Corinthians  5:17-21 

Gospel Reading :  Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

This Week… Scripture Zone 

First Reading:   
Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15   
In the midst of tending the flocks 

of his father-in-law, Moses is 

called by God to lead the people 

of Israel out of Egypt and into 

freedom in the Promised Land.  

In response to Moses’ objection, 

God reveals the name by which 

God will be invoked for all gen-

erations.   

Response  
The Lord is kind and merciful . 
     

Second Reading : 
1 Corinthians 10:1-6,  

10-12 

Quoting Sacred Scripture and 

the example of Moses and the 

experience of their ancestors in 

the wilderness, Paul warns the 

Church of Corinth, not to fall 

victim to the same fate.  

 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
 Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord 

Jesus Christ ! 

Repent, says the Lord; 

The kingdom of heaven is at 

hand. 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord 

Jesus Christ ! 

 Alleluia ! 

Gospel Reading:  
Luke 13:1-9 
Our Gospel Reading for this Sun-

day is a somewhat miserable set 

of warnings from Jesus to his 

followers to repent.  But the para-

ble of the fig tree provides some 

hope for us.  Like the fig tree, Lent 

is our opportunity to be pruned, to 

be dug around (to be manured 

even) so that we may bear fruit, 

too.   

Men’s Group Dinner 29 March 

Confirmation Prep Program Begins: 
Parish Hall 7.00pm 2 April 

 Coming Soon POINT TO PONDER 
 
Loving God,                                               
open our hearts                                            
so that we may feel the breath and play of your 
Spirit.                                                 
Unclench our hands                                            
so that we may reach out to one another,                   
and touch and be healed.                                
Open our lips                                              
that we may drink in the delight and wonder of 
life.                                                      
Open our eyes                                        
so that we may see Christ in friend and stranger. 
Breathe your Spirit into us                                      
and touch our lives with the life of Christ. 
From Aotearoa New Zealand 

Villa Maria Primary 
School 
Principal: Mr. Kevin Turner    

Phone: 98796100            
www.vmhuntershill.catholic.edu.au 

St Josephs’ College 
Principal: Dr Christopher Hayes    

Mark Street, Hunters Hill, NSW 

2110      T +61 2 9816 0802     

www.joeys.org 

 

Well Done...CONGRATS AND THANKS 
ZONE 

Congratulations and  wel-

come to Cristian 

Marques, Bailey & Bon-

nie Fieliciano , Leon de 

Tullio & Ayla Ribera all 

of whom will be baptized  

into our  Christian commu-

nity this weekend. 

 

Please pray for all those who 

are sick or in special need in 

our community:                                                                                                               

Marie Ferris, Janet Muscat,   

Judy Craig,  Andrew & Lina 

Gullotta, Suzanne Traill, 

Frank Lloyd, Winifred Wall 

and John Burton. 

  

 

 

 

I WAS SICK AND 
YOU VISITED ME 

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP 
Special thanks to the members of 

our Social Justice Group who are 

organising the visit this weekend 

from members of the Jesuit Social 

Services Project from Wilmot in 

Sydney’s west. 

A lot of planning has gone into this 

venture and as we thank our So-

cial Justice Group members for 

their efforts, we pray for an enthu-

siastic response from our parish-

ioners.  

http://www.mscw.nsw.edu.au
http://www.joeys.org/


A PARISH OF THE MARIST FATHERS 

PARISH OFFICE: 
3A Mary Street. 
Hours: 9.00am – 5.00pm, Mon-Fri 
PHONE: 9817 5325. 
FAX: 9817 4615. 
EMAIL: villamar@bigpond.net.au 

PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest:  
Father Kevin Bates SM 
Ph: 0425 333 129 
kev@kevinbates.com 
Priests Assisting: 
Fathers Aliki Langi SM, Ph: 0408 896 839      
John Worthington SM, Paul Pearce SM 
Parish Secretary: Sylvia Gutierrez 

Associate Secretary: Maggie Mullane 
Sacramental Coordinator: Rosalia Foley 
fft@hnom.com.au 0409 608 979 
Parish Safeguarding Support Officers: 
Caitlin Pfafflin & Kathleen Lee: 

hnompsso@gmail.com   

……………………………………………... 

BAPTISM: 
By arrangement. Parents please contact the 
presbytery to book & arrange to attend the 
Baptism Prep Program 
BAPTISM  PREPARATION EVENINGS:        
Tuesdays:  9 April, 14 May, 18 June,  Chap-
ter Hall @ 7.30pm 
…………………………………………………… 
MARRIAGE: 
At least six months notice must be given. The 
parish clergy will officiate primarily for parishion-
ers. Others will generally need to arrange their 
own Priest or  Deacon.     

..................................................................... 

PARISH PASTORAL GROUPS AND           
CONTACTS     
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson:       
Matt Fehon 
mfehon@mcgrathnichol.com                                  
Parish Pastoral Council Secretary:          
Richard McNamee:                                              

richard_mcnamee@baxter.com 

Parish Finance Committee:                       
Michael Lindsay  0423 020 002 
Parish Youth Minister: 
Jessie Wade 0455 488 272 

Family Faith Educator: Marea De Angelis 
Ph: 0419 448 201 

RCIA: Janet Greene 9879 6515                                                   

Counselling:  Deborah Khoury 0409 719 
443 
………………………………………………... 
Villa Play Group: Tues 9:30-11:30am Par-
ish Hall. Mercedes Simola 0414 625 384 
www.hnom.com.au/children 

St Vincent De Paul: Paul Ladd 0468 355 753 

Meditation Group: Gabrielle Woodcock, 

9817 0097           

Young Adults Group: Nicholas Fearnley  
0401 722 839 
Aged Ministry :                                        
Margaret Gambley 9807 2160                                                     

Grief Support Group:                                         
Cecilia Brungs   0412 284 028  

Social Justice Group:                           

Marnie Butler: Ph:0413 004 702                                 

Marist Laity Group: Cathy Gallo 9817 2959, 

Josiane Espinosa 9807 9199                  
……………………………………………………...                                                                                            

Liturgy Group:                                              

Moya Preece  Ph: 0418 406 513 

Eucharistic Ministry Coordinators:         
HNM: Maggie Mullane: 0411 475 469 

SPC: Maria Goode: 0423 706 830 

Altar Servers Coordinator:                                    

Yvonne Young 0410 588 063  Email: 
yyhnom@gmail.com 

Readers HNM: Barry Buffier   9817 8805 

SPC: Mark Volpato 9816 4431                 

Children’s Liturgy:                                          

HNM: Olivia Edwards: 0409 541 177    

Email: oedwards121@gmail.com 

SPC: Tee Davies 0407 827 957     

Altar Society: Jane Keneally 0419221185. 

Annette Hills 0401 252 064      

Cleaners:                                                                         

HNM: Mike Burfitt 9879 4197                             

SPC:  Claire Glase 0418 668 486 

Men’s Group:                                                      

Clinton McDonald: 0419 646 311                       

Gerardo D'Angelo  Ph:  0418 294 063 

Inter-Church Council:                                  

Richard Korkor Ph: 0410 431 022 

St Peter Chanel Management Team:  
Annette Hills 0401 252 064      

Web: www.hnom.com.au 

Facebook: Holy Name of Mary Parish 

New or Returning 

Parishioners…                        

Please come along to the Parish Office  for a 

warm welcome and to pick up a Parish 

Information Kit . 

OUR PARISH PRAYER 
Loving God,  

you are the home for our hearts’ deepest longings.  
We find our way as families and as individuals only in you, through our brother Jesus,  

encouraged by the breath of your Spirit.  
We thank you for all the blessings we enjoy in our parish family.  

May we continue to share our gifts of life and love with glad and generous hearts. 
May our world be somehow more alive because we have passed this way. 

May Mary our parish patron continue to inspire us as we give new birth to your Word in our turn.  
We make our prayer in Jesus’ Name.    Amen. 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Sat.6.00pm 
Sun.8.00am, 10.00am, 6.00pm. 
St. Peter Chanel:  Sunday – 9.00am. 
WEEKDAY EUCHARIST 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Monday to Friday –9.00am. 
Saturday – 8.00am. 
St Peter Chanel: Wednesday 12.15pm 
RECONCILIATON: 
Holy Name of Mary: Saturday 
5.15pm-5.45pm or by request. 


