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Calendar 

  May 

24 OASIS—Yr 5-6 
 Youth Group 
 Parish Hall 
 6.00pm 

25-6  Parish Fund-
 Raising See p.2 

28 Confirmation 
 Prep Session 3 
 Parish Hall 
 7.00pm 

28 Grief Group 
 Meeting Parish 
 House 7.30pm 

31 Confirmation 
 Retreat Day 
 9.00am—2.45pm 

31 Inter-Church 
 Council Unity 
 Dinner Details 
 p.2  

 June 

2 Confirmation 
 Ceremony St 
 Marys Cathedral 
 12.30pm 

5 Social Justice 
 Meeting Parish 
 House 7.30pm 

8 Marist Laity 

 Chapter Hall 9am 

9 Pentecost      
 Sunday 

11 Pastoral Council 
 Meeting     
 Chapter Hall 
 7.30pm 

 

An Absolutely Ordinary Rainbow 
The word goes round Repins, 
the murmur goes round Lorenzinis, 
at Tattersalls, men look up from sheets of numbers, 
the Stock Exchange scribblers forget the chalk in their hands 
and men with bread in their pockets leave the Greek Club: 
There's a fellow crying in Martin Place. They can't stop him. 
The traffic in George Street is banked up for half a mile 
and drained of motion. The crowds are edgy with talk 
and more crowds come hurrying. Many run in the back streets 
which minutes ago were busy main streets, pointing: 
There's a fellow weeping down there. No one can stop him. 
The man we surround, the man no one approaches 
simply weeps, and does not cover it, weeps 
not like a child, not like the wind, like a man 
and does not declaim it, nor beat his breast, nor even 
sob very loudly—yet the dignity of his weeping 
holds us back from his space, the hollow he makes about him 
in the midday light, in his pentagram of sorrow, 
and uniforms back in the crowd who tried to seize him 
stare out at him, and feel, with amazement, their minds 
longing for tears as children for a rainbow. 
Some will say, in the years to come, a halo 
or force stood around him. There is no such thing. 
Some will say they were shocked and would have stopped him 
but they will not have been there. The fiercest manhood, 
the toughest reserve, the slickest wit amongst us 
trembles with silence, and burns with unexpected 
judgements of peace. Some in the concourse scream 
who thought themselves happy. Only the smallest children 
and such as look out of Paradise come near him 
and sit at his feet, with dogs and dusty pigeons. 
Ridiculous, says a man near me, and stops 
his mouth with his hands, as if it uttered vomit— 
and I see a woman, shining, stretch her hand 
and shake as she receives the gift of weeping; 
as many as follow her also receive it 
and many weep for sheer acceptance, and more 
refuse to weep for fear of all acceptance, 
but the weeping man, like the earth, requires nothing, 
the man who weeps ignores us, and cries out 
of his writhen face and ordinary body 
not words, but grief, not messages, but sorrow, 
hard as the earth, sheer, present as the sea— 
and when he stops, he simply walks between us 
mopping his face with the dignity of one 
man who has wept, and now has finished weeping. 
Evading believers, he hurries off down Pitt Street. 
 
The great Australian poet, Les Murray died last week in Taree at the age of 80. Murray, who became a Catholic in his 20’s, had a deep 

appreciation for the sacramental significance of all things ordinary, as exemplified in his famous poem above. In the earthiest terms, he 

would find meaning and nature’s instinctive longing for God as if it were the most natural thing in the world. He was a great supporter of 

younger poets and writers, always generous with his time and encouragement.  

He railed against the bland secularism of our age, making no apology for the necessity of faith and religion: “Snobs mind us off religion 

nowdays if they can, f… them, I wish them God.”   (Elegy to his father: “The Last Hellos”.) All his books were dedicated ”To the glory of 

God.” 

 His legacy will be a significant part of our literary and spiritual tradition.  May he rest in peace. 
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HOW WELL DO YOU 
KNOW YOUR PARISH? 
See if anyone in your pew 

knows the name of this parish-

ioner. His name next 

week. Last week’s 

photo: Rob Bailey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PARISH FINANCES    
INFORMATION 
At all Masses this weekend, 25-

26 May, members of the Parish 

Finance Committee will address 

us.  They will be bringing us up-

to-date on the current state of 

the parish finances and asking 

for our assistance in establish-

ing the parish finances on a 

more solid footing than they are 

at the moment.  

INTER-CHURCH UNITY 
DINNER 
This year’s Inter-Church Unity 

Dinner is fast approaching.  

Date: Friday 31 May, 6.30pm for 

7.00pm. 

All Saints Anglican Church 

Hall Ambrose St, 

 

 Hunters Hill 

Those attending  from our Cath-

olic parishes are asked to pro-

vide desserts for the evening.  

For planning purposes, please 

let Sylvia 

know of 

your inten-

tion to 

attend by 

Wednes-

day 29 

May. Parish Office 9817 5325. 

OASIS—YR 5-6 YOUTH 
GROUP 
Come along and join our vibrant 

Youth Group for people in Year 5 

& 6.  

Parish Hall, Friday 24 May, 

6.00pm. 

Play and Pizza a plenty! 

Danielle and Luana supported by 

a team of our great Mums prom-

ise a great evening! 

ACCOMMODATION 
NEEDED 
A local family is wondering if 
there is a parishioner who has a 
granny flat or similar space avail-
able for lease.  
About to undertake a building 
project, the family of four (two 
children, one school age and 
one younger) would like to stay 
locally as they are involved in the 
local parish and school commu-
nity.   
Probable timing July 2019-April 
2020.  
Rent or contribution to costs to 
be negotiated. 

 
POSITION VACANT 
PA to the Provincial. Vincentian 
Fathers are seeking an experi-
enced office administrator. 
Based in Marsfield 
PT 15hrs/wk.  
Please Email:                          
RecruitAtERServices@gmail.com  

Applications close Monday 20th 

May 2019 

JOUBERT SINGERS         
PRESENT: 
VOICES FOR CHANGE 
Songs of empowerment, solidari-

ty and hope from around the 

world. Rachelle Elliott—Artistic 

What’s on?                                                                                                             

Director and Conductor.  

St Peter Chanel Church, Wool-

wich, 

Sunday 26 May, 2.30pm        

Bookings:                                

joubertsingers@gmail.com      

Enquiries: 0428 178 797          

Tickets: $25/20 Concession 

BEREAVEMENT SUP-

PORT REFLECTION 

MORNINGS                               
Third Wednesday of every month 

10am-1pm. Understanding and 

managing life’s changes in Loss, 

Grief and Bereavement. For fur-

ther details  

Email:bereavementsupport@cath

oliccemeteries.com.au 

UNLOCKING THE            
MYSTERY OF THE BIBLE 
St Kevin’s, Eastwood will be hold-
ing an 8 week program which 
began on Monday May 6-June 24 
@ 7pm.      Call 9874 2533 or 
email                                                    
alison.khalil@syd.catholic.edu.au 

CONFIRMATION        
COOKIES FOR SALE 
MADE WITH SPECIAL 
GIFTS NEXT WEEKEND.  
This year our Confirmation candi-
dates will be baking cookies to 
sell at our Masses next weekend 
(1st June and 2nd June). They 
will cost $3 a packet and all mon-
ey they raise will go to Marist 
Missions in the Philippines and 
Vanuatu.  Please buy generously 
as they will be using their special 
gifts to bake and package and our 
Marist Laity will sell the cookies 
as the candidates will be at St 
Mary’s Cathedral celebrating their 
Confirmation that day.  Many 
thanks from the Sacramental 
Team.   

CHILD SAFETY OUR  
SPECIAL  PRIORITY 

 

FIELDS OF COMPASSION 
A spirituality of care and healing.  
Facilitated by Elizabeth Lee. $25. 
BYO Lunch.  Morning and afternoon 
tea provided. 
Where: Grail Centre 
22 McHatton St. North Sydney 
When : Saturday 22nd June 9.30-
3pm 
Contact Alison Healey (02) 9955 
3053. 
 
  

CATALYST FOR RENEWAL 
REFLECTION MORNING 
Our next reflection morning will be 
held on Saturday June 1st in the 
parish hall of Hunters Hill, corner of 
Gladesville Road and Mary St. Sr. 
Catherine McCahill sgs will lead our 
reflection, her topic/theme : “Mary of 
Magdala: Sinner ? Prostitute ? Disci-
ple, Apostle ? “  
Commencing 9.30am concluding 
12.30pm.  
Tea & Coffee available.  
No need to book.  We do appreciate 
a donation.  All most welcome.  A 
time to be still.  Time for silence and 
reflection. 
Enquiries Carole Wilson 9869 1036. 
“Come and See”.  
 

THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY 
Want to know what is happening in 
the Catholic Church here in Sydney, 
around the country and abroad ? 
Then visit https:/
www.catholicweekly.com.au 
The website has daily updates of 
breaking news, features, commen-
tary and videos from Australia and 
the world.  The Catholic Weekly 
online has built a proud reputation as 
a news-breaking brand that sets the 
agenda on Catholic discussion.  It is 
also mobile compliant and can be 
read anywhere, anytime at your con-
venience. 

PREPARING FOR CONFIRMATION 
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Pray for... PRAYER ZONE 

FATHER CHRIS AUSTIN 
SM 
Father Chris, who served in the 

parish for some years, died 

peacefully last Monday. We 

thank God for his faithful life and 

pray that he is now safely at rest 

in God’s loving arms.  

POETS & ARTISTS 
Poets and Artists sometimes 

tread a lonely path. Their pro-

phetic gifts are often mistaken 

for eccentricity. Rather, they 

frequently point out the ills of 

society and paths to healing. 

May our artists and poets contin-

ue to release the Spirit’s gifts.  

Marist Sisters’ College 
Principal: Dr Anne Ireland            

Ph: 9816 2041         

www.mscw.nsw.edu.au   

Mother-Daughter Celebration 

Last Wednesday evening the Col-
lege community celebrated Mother-
Daughter relationships with Mass 
followed by a dinner at the Parish 

hall. 

 

First Reading :  Acts 1:1-11 
Second Reading : Eph 1:17-23 

Gospel Reading :  Luke 24:46-53 

This Week… Scripture Zone 

First Reading: 
Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 
In this reading from the Acts of 

the Apostles an emerging and 

damaging division in the church 

is solved with open discussion, 

prayer in the Holy Spirit, and a 

conciliar approach to discerning 

the will of God.  

 

Response       
O God, let all the nations praise 

you ! 

Alleluia ! 

 

Second Reading                
Apoc 21:10-14 
The sacred author attempts to 

put words to the indescribable 

splendour of God, leaving us 

with an image of perpetual light 

and beauty revealed without the 

aid of sun, moon or lamp but 

rather under the power of the 

glory of God.  

Alleluia, alleluia, 
All who love me will keep my 
words,  and my Father will love 
them and we will come to them.  
Alleluia !  
 

Gospel Reading  
John 14:23-29 
 
The Gospel of John reminds us of 

the primacy of love and its Trini-

tarian character.  Yet this reading 

also brings to our Easter celebra-

tion the teaching that Jesus will 

return in glory.   

 

 

            

                             

Parish Finance Appeal May 25-26 

Confirmation Ceremony St Marys Ca-
thedral, 2 June, 12.30pm 

 Coming Soon 
POINT TO PONDER 
Religions are poems. They concert 
our daylight and dreaming mind, our 
emotions, instinct, breath and native gesture 
 
into the only whole thinking: poetry. 
Nothing's said till it's dreamed out in words 
and nothing's true that figures in words only. 
 
A poem, compared with an arrayed religion, 
may be like a soldier's one short marriage night 
to die and live by. But that is a small religion.  
 
Full religion is the large poem in loving repetition; 
like any poem, it must be inexhaustible and complete 
with turns where we ask Now why did the poet do that? 
 
You can't pray a lie, said Huckleberry Finn; 
you can't poe one either. It is the same mirror: 
mobile, glancing, we call it poetry, 
 
fixed centrally, we call it a religion, 
and God is the poetry caught in any religion, 
caught, not imprisoned. Caught as in a mirror 
 
that he attracted, being in the world as poetry 
is in the poem, a law against its closure. 
There'll always be religion around while there is poetry 
 
or a lack of it. Both are given, and intermittent, 
as the action of those birds - crested pigeon, rosella parrot - 
who fly with wings shut, then beating, and again shut.  
Les Murray 

Villa Maria Primary 
School 
Principal: Mr. Kevin Turner    

Phone: 98796100            

www.vmhuntershill.catholic.edu.au 

St Josephs’ College 
Principal: Dr Christopher Hayes    

Mark Street, Hunters Hill, NSW 

2110      T +61 2 9816 0802     

www.joeys.org 

Well Done...CONGRATS AND THANKS 
ZONE 

Congratulations and  wel-

come to Milena DiFranco 

& Evie Quagliata will be 

baptized  into our  Chris-

tian community this week-

end. 

 

Please pray for all those who 

are sick or in special need in 

our community:                                                                                                               

Marie Ferris, Janet Muscat,   

Judy Craig,  Andrew & Lina 

Gullotta, Suzanne Traill, 

Frank Lloyd, Winifred Wall 

and John Burton. 

  

 

 

 

I WAS SICK AND 
YOU VISITED ME 

 

FATHER JOHN, 45 YEARS    
ORDAINED 
Congratulations to Father John 

Worthington who marks his 45th anni-

versary of Priestly Ordination this Sat-

urday. Every blessing and thanks to 

him for his always gracious ministry. 

OAM AWARDS 
This past week, Father Paul Pidcock 

and Father Kevin received their Order 

of Australia Medals at investiture cere-

monies at Government House. Con-

gratulations to them both on this recog-

nition. 

http://www.mscw.nsw.edu.au
https://www.poemhunter.com/les-murray/poems/
http://www.joeys.org/


A PARISH OF THE MARIST FATHERS 

PARISH OFFICE: 
3A Mary Street. 
Hours: 9.00am – 5.00pm, Mon-Fri 
PHONE: 9817 5325. 
FAX: 9817 4615. 
EMAIL: villamar@bigpond.net.au 

PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest:  
Father Kevin Bates SM 
Ph: 0425 333 129 
kev@kevinbates.com 
Priests Assisting: 
Fathers Aliki Langi SM, Ph: 0408 896 839      
John Worthington SM, Paul Pearce SM,   
Paul Pidcock SM 
Parish Secretary: Sylvia Gutierrez 

Associate Secretary: Maggie Mullane 
Sacramental Coordinator: Rosalia Foley 
fft@hnom.com.au 0409 608 979 
Parish Safeguarding Support Officers: 

Caitlin Pfafflin & Kathleen Lee: 

hnompsso@gmail.com   

……………………………………………... 

BAPTISM: 
By arrangement. Parents please contact the 
presbytery to book & arrange to attend the 
Baptism Prep Program 
BAPTISM  PREPARATION EVENINGS:        
Tuesdays: 18 June, 16 July, 20 August, 17 
September, Chapter Hall @ 7.30pm 
…………………………………………………… 
MARRIAGE: 
At least six months notice must be given. The 
parish clergy will officiate primarily for parishion-
ers. Others will generally need to arrange their 
own Priest or  Deacon.     

..................................................................... 

PARISH PASTORAL GROUPS AND           
CONTACTS     
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson:       
Matt Fehon 
mfehon@mcgrathnichol.com                                  
Parish Pastoral Council Secretary:          
Richard McNamee:                                              

richard_mcnamee@baxter.com 

Parish Finance Committee:                       
Michael Lindsay  0423 020 002 

Family Faith Educator: Marea De Angelis 

Ph: 0419 448 201 

RCIA: Janet Greene 9879 6515                                                   

Counselling:  Deborah Khoury 0409 719 
443 
………………………………………………... 
Villa Play Group: Tues 9:30-11:30am Par-
ish Hall. Mercedes Simola 0414 625 384 
www.hnom.com.au/children 
St Vincent De Paul: Paul Ladd 0468 355 753 

Meditation Group: Gabrielle Woodcock, 

9817 0097           

Young Adults Group: Nicholas Fearnley  
0401 722 839 
Aged Ministry :                                        

Margaret Gambley 9807 2160                                                     

Grief Support Group:                                         

Cecilia Brungs   0412 284 028  

Social Justice Group:                           

Marnie Butler: Ph:0413 004 702                                 

Marist Laity Group: Cathy Gallo 9817 2959, 

Josiane Espinosa 9807 9199                  
……………………………………………………...                                                                                            

Liturgy Group:                                              

Moya Preece  Ph: 0418 406 513 

Eucharistic Ministry Coordinators:         

HNM: Maggie Mullane: 0411 475 469 

SPC: Maria Goode: 0423 706 830 

Altar Servers Coordinator:                                    

Yvonne Young 0410 588 063  Email: 

yyhnom@gmail.com 

Readers HNM: Barry Buffier   9817 8805 

SPC: Mark Volpato 9816 4431                 

Children’s Liturgy:                                          

HNM: Olivia Edwards: 0409 541 177    

Email: oedwards121@gmail.com 

SPC: Tee Davies 0407 827 957     

Altar Society: Jane Keneally 0419221185. 

Annette Hills 0401 252 064      

Cleaners:                                                                         

HNM: Mike Burfitt 9879 4197                             

SPC:   

Men’s Group:                                                      

Clinton McDonald: 0419 646 311                       

Gerardo D'Angelo  Ph:  0418 294 063 

Inter-Church Council:                                  

Richard Korkor Ph: 0410 431 022 

St Peter Chanel Management Team:  

      

 

Web: www.hnom.com.au 

Facebook: Holy Name of Mary Parish 

New or Returning 

Parishioners…                        

Please come along to the Parish Office  for a 

warm welcome and to pick up a Parish 

Information Kit . 

OUR PARISH PRAYER 
Loving God,  

you are the home for our hearts’ deepest longings.  
We find our way as families and as individuals only in you, through our brother Jesus,  

encouraged by the breath of your Spirit.  
We thank you for all the blessings we enjoy in our parish family.  

May we continue to share our gifts of life and love with glad and generous hearts. 
May our world be somehow more alive because we have passed this way. 

May Mary our parish patron continue to inspire us as we give new birth to your Word in our turn.  
We make our prayer in Jesus’ Name.    Amen. 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Sat.6.00pm 
Sun.8.00am, 10.00am, 6.00pm. 
St. Peter Chanel:  Sunday – 9.00am. 
WEEKDAY EUCHARIST 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Monday to Friday –9.00am. 
Saturday – 8.00am. 
St Peter Chanel: Wednesday 12.15pm 
RECONCILIATON: 
Holy Name of Mary: Saturday 
5.15pm-5.45pm or by request. 


