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WHERE DO PRIESTS COME FROM? 

 

15 October 2017 

HOLY NAME OF MARY PARISH HUNTERS HILL 
ST PETER CHANEL WOOLWICH 

We acknowledge the Walumatagal people — the first custodians of this place 

Calendar 

October 

15 Parish          
 Pilgrimage   
 After 10.00 am 
 Mass 

17 Baptism Prep 
 Chapter Hall 
 7.30pm 

19 Anointing 
 Mass Chapter 
 Hall 11.30am 

19 Children’s    
 Liturgy Group 
 Leader’s 
 Meeting   
 Chapter Hall 
 7.30pm 

24 First           
 Reconciliation 
 Parents’      
 Reflection 
 Evening      
 Parish Hall 
 7.00pm 

25 Social Justice 
Group Meeting    
Parish House 
7.30pm 

28 Readers’ 
 Workshop 
 HNM Church 
 9.15am 

29 Youth Mass 
HNM 6.00pm 

31 Grief Support 
 Group Parish 
 House 7.30pm 

 

Over these past weeks, Marist Fathers representing our various regions from around the world have been 

meeting at Nemi near Rome.  The members of this  “General Chapter” are elected to meet every eight years 

to reflect on the way forward for the Marist community and to discern how we will continue to serve God’s 

people into the future. The chapter delegates also elected a new leadership team. Our new Superior General 

is an outstanding missionary,  Father John Larsen. 

Fr John Larsen, a member of the District of Asia, was born in 1950 and entered in the Society of Mary in New 
Zealand in 1976. He taught for five years at St. Patrick’s College, Silverstream, previous to volunteering for the 
wider mission of the Society of Mary. In 1985 he began his ministry in the Philippines, Myanmar and Thailand. 
He has been involved in parish ministry, prison chaplaincy, retreat work, education – formal and non-formal – 
programs, health care for HIV/Aids, migrant ministry as well as leadership and formation.  

He has many years of experience as novice master and formator, both in philosophy and theology houses in 

the Philippines, Thailand, and in recent years in the Marist International Theologate in Rome. Along with Fa-

ther John, Marists from Australia/Oceania, Mexico/ US and Europe were elected to form the General Leader-

ship Team. 

You would be well aware from the tiny pocket that is our parish here, that our priests are getting older and 

rapidly fewer. Even the ones who are still active have ongoing health issues including the youngest of us! This 

leaves us with the question of the future shape of our church, not just here in our own parish but in the wider 

community. What the future Church will look like, how it will be structured and how God’s People will be nour-

ished is in God’s hands. It’s also in some ways in our hands, our faith and our imagination as we each have a 

part to play in the sort of Church we are handing on to those who come after us.  

Who knows what changes might have to be made in order for the Church’s mission to continue and grow?  

One thing that could facilitate the changes we need, would be for each of us in our families and communities 

to pray that some younger members of our families may be inspired to give their lives in service of God’s peo-

ple as priests, sisters or brothers. Another further step would be for parents to create a climate in which we 

actively encourage our children to think about the possibility of priesthood or religious life for themselves.  

It’s a fair guess to say that in the present climate in the Church, parents are more reluctant to encourage chil-

dren in this direction. The changes in society’s attitudes and values in general allied with the crisis in confi-

dence in the Church occasioned in large measure by the sexual abuse scandals all contribute to this reluc-

tance. 

Many people in general are disillusioned with the Church. At the same time it is many of the same people who 

want a priest to be on hand should they require one. The connections then created can become a new begin-

ning for them and perhaps a new connection with the Church community. No life is perfect or without its strug-

gles and sacrifices. No marriage is perfect likewise and of course no priest’s life is perfect! Having said that, 

the privilege of serving God’s people as a priest can become the cause of the greatest joy, satisfaction and 

fulfilment. The care of God’s people is constantly challenging, humbling and deeply nourishing and gives rise 

to extraordinary gifts of love and grace.  

Where do priests come from? From families like ours, like yours. I encourage us all to open the doors of our 

own and our children’s hearts and imaginations so that they might be free to respond if God happens to be 

calling them.                                                                                                                           Father Kevin 
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HOW WELL DO YOU 
KNOW YOUR PARISH? 
 
See if anyone in your pew 

knows the name of this parish-

ioner pictured below. Her name 

next week.  Last 

week’s photo: 

Paul Bingham 

 
COMMUNION SERVICE 
Monday, HNM 9.00 am 

LA PAROISSE            
RESTAURANT  
Book in for a meal cooked by 

Father Kevin and meet some of 

your fellow parishioners. Book-

ings through Sylvia at the parish 

office and our last date for the 

year is:  1 December,  Parish 

House 6.30pm. 

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC 
YOUTH FESTIVAL  
REGISTRATIONS 
ACYF registrations continue. 

For registrations and enquiries 

within the Northern Deanery 

contact Anita on 0406607115 or                            

anitabhhogan@gmail.com 

There are still some complimen-

tary registrations for students 

attending State schools.  Univer-

sity students can also register 

with groups of University stu-

dents by contacting:                

unicatholics@sydneycatholic.org  

PROPOSED                  
DEVELOPMENT AT ST 
PETER CHANEL 
On Sunday 22nd October after 

the 9am Mass at St Peter Cha-

nel, Woolwich Parishioners are 

invited to view outline plans for 

proposed future site improve-

ments and associated land sub-

division adjacent to the St Peter 

Chanel Catholic Church. 

As a Religious Order, the Marist 

Fathers have been residents of 

the Hunters Hill district at Tarban 

Creek since the 1840s, and at 

Futuna Street since 1890. The 

Fathers continue to maintain a 

long-term commitment to the 

area.  

The land purchased at Futuna 

Street in 1890 was in excess of 

what was needed for the church 

building, and it was recognised at 

the time that some of the proper-

ty could be re-sold if the need 

arose. It has now become neces-

sary to consider this option. The 

average age of the Marist Fa-

thers’ Australian Province is 74 

years, and additional funds are 

now urgently needed to meet 

ongoing aged care costs. 

Over the past twelve months we 

have been working closely with 

our Consultants and Hunters Hill 

Council, to devise an arrange-

ment that will have minimal im-

What’s on?                                                                                                             

 

pact on views both to and from 

the St Peter Chanel Catholic 

Church, and more importantly, 

minimal impact on neighbouring 

properties. 

In the interim, please call Andrew 

Biddle, Provincial Business Man-

ager if you have any queries. 

Ph: 9844 2222 

MOUNT ST BENEDICT 
CENTRE CHILDREN’S 
MEDITATION WORKSHOP  
This fun workshop is for children 
aged 5-12 years, and aims to 
build a healthy body and mind.  
By teaching a variety of simple 
meditation techniques using 
breath and visualisation, creating 
mandalas and moving the body in 
a conscious way, children are 
encouraged to find that centre of 
stillness inside.  This can help 
with anxiety, building confidence 
and understanding emotions. 
Date : 28th Oct. Sat.  
1.30-4.30pm 
Cost : $30 BYO Afternoon Tea 
Where : 449D Pennant Hills Rd. 
Entrance off Hull Rd.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION  
REGISTRATION 
Please register online for Recon-

ciliation using the Trybooking 

system.         

In addition to personal infor-

mation, you will need the follow-

ing in order to complete your reg-

istration: 

1. Baptism Certificate 

2. Credit Card details for 

payment of $35.30 

Bookings open. Closing 12am 

16th October.  The link to the 

trybooking is:    

https://www.trybooking.com/RVUX 

Or  https://www.trybooking.com/313531 

If you are unable to use this system 

please come to the Parish office 

during business hours to complete 

the forms and pay $35 registration 

fee. 

GRIEF TO GRACE  
Healing the Wounds of Abuse—is a 

spiritual retreat for anyone who has 

suffered degradation or violation 

through physical, emotional, sexual 

or spiritual abuse.  The retreat will 

be held April 8th—13th 2018.  To 

request an application contact Anne 

by emailing: 

info@grieftograceaus.org.au 

or phone 0407704539. 

SAVE THE DATE …. 
L’ Arche Open Gardens 2017Mon-

day 23 October 9.30am—12.30pm 

Cost : $30. Tickets limited. Click on 

link to book : 

www.trybooking.com/RXRK  Enquir-

ies :   Julie-Anne McNamee/Felicity 

McCaffrey                                    

0418489046 / 0407117868 

READERS’ WORKSHOP 
October 28 at HNM 
We ask all current readers to attend 

if you can, and any prospective 

readers will be very welcome. Any 

queries, call Barry Buffier:9817 8805 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH                     
CONTRIBUTIONS 
https://www.bpoint.com

.au/payments/huntershi

llparish                                             
- Credit cards: details to 

parish office.                       - 

- Envelopes                        - 

- Direct Deposit:                            

BSB 062 784                             

A/C No. 635 5001 

YEAR 12 MASS/BBQ AND PIZZA NIGHT GLIMPSES 

mailto:anitabhhogan@gmail.com
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Pray for... PRAYER ZONE 

OUR CHANGING,     
CHALLENGED CHURCH 
The Church has reached a chal-

lenging moment in its history 

from which we cannot retreat. 

We pray for the courage, wis-

dom and faith to discern and 

respond to whatever direction 

God’s Spirit may be calling us.  

We are all part of this changing 

scene and so we pray that we 

each play our part in the realis-

ing of God’s longing for us. 

Marist Sisters’ College 
Principal: Dr Anne Ireland            

Ph: 9816 2041         

http://www.mscw.nsw.edu  

The Year 7 2018 students along 

with parents/carers attended their 

Orientation this week. A wonderful 

afternoon was experienced by all 

and we look forward to welcoming 

them fully into our College commu-

nity next year  

Next week: First Reading : Isa 45:1, 4-6 
Second Reading : 1 T 

hess 1:1-5b 

This Week… Scripture Zone 

First Reading:   
Isa 25:6-10a  
The prophet Isaiah introduces us 

to the divine banquet, the vi-

brant, abundant feast where all 

God’s peoples are brought to-

gether in comfort, renewal and 

rejoicing.    

Response  
I shall live in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life.   

Second Reading:  
Phil 4:12-14, 19-20 

In the Letter to the Philippians 
Paul reassures his hearers that 
life in the service of Christ has 
given him a share in the riches of 
God.  Whether in luxury or pov-
erty, regardless of any condi-
tions, God is ever mindful of our 

true needs.         

 

Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia Alleluia, 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ enlighten the eyes of our 

heart that we might see how great 

is the hope to which we are called.   

Alleluia !  

Gospel Reading:  
Matt 22:1-14 
This is an uncomfortable parable.  

It offers a rich picture of participa-

tion in the kingdom as accepting 

an invitation to a great wedding 

banquet.  Yet there is the baffle-

ment of refusal: some refuse the 

invitation, some violently react, 

and even amongst those who 

accept there is still need to wear 

the correct attire.               

          

Parish Pilgrimage  Sunday 15 Octo-
ber. 

Readers’ Workshop HNM 28 Oct.  9.-
15am– noon 

Parish Dinner  Friday 24 November 

 Coming Soon 

POINT TO PONDER                
You asked for my hands that you might use them 
for your purpose.  I gave them for a moment then 
withdrew them, for the work was hard. 

You asked for my mouth to speak out against in-
justice. I  gave you a whisper that I might not be 
accused.  
You asked for my eyes to see the pain of poverty. 
I closed them for I did not want to see. 
You asked for my life that you might work through 
me. I gave you a small part that I might not be too 
involved.  
Lord, forgive my calculated efforts to serve you only 
when it is convenient for me to do so, only in the 
places where it is safe to do so, and only with 
those who make it easy to do so.              
Father forgive me, renew me, send me out as a 
usable instrument that I might take seriously the 
meaning of your cross. Joe Seramane, South Africa. 

Villa Maria Primary 
School 
Principal: Mr. Kevin Turner    

Phone: 98796100            
www.vmhuntershill.catholic.edu.au 

 

St Josephs’ College 

Principal: Mr Ross Tarlinton       

Mark Street, Hunters Hill, NSW 

2110      T +61 2 9816 0807      

www.joeys.org 

Well Done...CONGRATS AND THANKS 
ZONE 

Congratulations and 

a very warm wel-

come to Cooper 

Hamill & Lola Ken-

na who will be bap-

tised into our Chris-

tian community this 

weekend.  

Please pray for all those who 

are sick or in special need in our 

community.                                                                                                                   

We pray for:                                                                    

Peter Jackson,  Marie Ferris, 

Janet Muscat,  John Edwards,  

Judy Craig & Monica Carroll.  

GERARDO DÁNGELO 
Gerardo is recovering from open 

heart surgery. We pray for him,  

Gianna and all his family as they 

journey with him through a 

lengthy rehab period.  

HELPING HANDS FOR   
FATHER WILLS 
Special thanks to those parishion-

ers at the 6.00pm Mass last Satur-

day who rallied around when Fa-

ther Wills was unwell. The spirit 

with which everyone cared for him 

was something special, during and 

after Mass when someone even 

found him a doctor to come and 

check him over. As you’ll see, he 

is recovering very well now. Again 

heartfelt thanks.  

http://www.joeys.org/
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiKmpCL4NjWAhVHVLwKHQ1xAeAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcgcatholic.org.au%2Ffrequently-asked-questions%2Fplanning-a-baptism%2F&psig=AOvVaw2uKVDsyU4_fO8_7CFsV91X&ust=1


A PARISH OF THE MARIST FATHERS 

PARISH OFFICE: 
3A Mary Street. 
Hours: 9.00am – 5.00pm, Mon-Fri 
PHONE: 9817 5325. 
FAX: 9817 4615. 
EMAIL: villamar@bigpond.net.au 

 
PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest:  
Father Kevin Bates SM 
Ph: 0425 333 129 
kev@kevinbates.com 
Priests Assisting: 
Fathers Wills Melteras SM, Bill Ryder SM, 
Paul Pearce SM JP. 

Parish Secretary: Sylvia Gutierrez 
Associate Secretary: Maggie Mullane 
Sacramental Coordinator: Rosalia Foley 
fft@hnom.com.au 
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson:       
Suzan Sharples  
Susan.sharples@bigpond.com 
Parish Pastoral Council Secretary:          
Richard McNamee:                                              
richard_mcnamee@baxter.com 
Parish Finance Committee Michael Lindsay  
0423 020 002 
Repair & Maintenance:  Anthony Russo 
BAPTISM: 
By arrangement. Parents contact the presbytery 
to book  & arrange to attend the Baptism Prep 
Program 
 
BAPTISM  PREPARATION EVENINGS       

COMING UP: 
Tuesdays 17 Oct, 21 Nov, 19 Dec  in the 
Chapter Hall @ 7.30pm 
MARRIAGE: 
At least six months notice must be 
given. The parish clergy will officiate               
primarily for parishioners. Others will generally 
need to arrange their own Priest or  Deacon.     

..................................................................... 
PARISH PASTORAL GROUPS AND           
CONTACTS                                                        
Counselling: Allison Cahill 0402 405 843. 
& Deborah Khoury 0409 719 443 
Villa Play Group: Tues 9:30-11:30am Par-
ish Hall. Fran Kanaan 0408 447 377, 
hnom.com.au/children 

Meditation Group: Gabrielle Woodcock, 

9817 0097           

Young Adults Group: Nicholas Fearnley  
0401 722 839 
Parish Pastoral Council: Michael Brooks 
(Secretary) 0400 908 706        
Parish Finance Committee:                          

Aged Ministry :                                        

Margaret Gambley 9807 2160 or                        

Joan Bautovich 0402 275 105                             

Grief Support Group:                                         

Cecilia Brungs   0412 284 028                                                        

Liturgy Group : Rob Turnbull 0431 290 714 

Eucharistic Ministry Coordinator :        

Kate Buckland 9817 2558  

Altar Servers Coordinator:                                    

Kathleen Lee 0433 500 648 

Social Justice Group:                                  

Sonia Zec 0413791775 

Altar Society: Jane Keneally 0419221185. 

Annette Hills 0401 252 064                              

RCIA: Janet Greene 9879 6515                  

Cleaners: HNM Mike Burfitt 9879 4197            

SPC  Claire Glase 0418 668 486 

Readers HNM: Barry Buffier   9817 8805 

Readers SPC: Mark Volpato 9816 4431  

Children’s Liturgy HNOM:                         

Marie O’Donovan 0408 226 393  
SPC: Tee Davies 0407 827 957                                                   

St Vincent De Paul: Tony Aduckiewicz   

0411 641 895 

Men’s Group:Clinton McDonald 

0450021011Gerardo D'Angelo 0418 294 063 

Marist Laity Group: Cathy Gallo 9817 2959, 

Josiane Espinosa 9807 9199   

Welcomers’ Coordinator:                                   

Rob Turnbull, 0431 290 714 

Family Faith Educator: Marea De Angelis 

Ph: 0419 448 201 

Ecumenical Group : Richard Korkor 0410 

431 022 

Young Christian Workers Group: Natasha 

Foley 0424 976 658 

St Peter Chanel Management Team:  

Claire Glase 0418 668 486 

Web: www.hnom.com.au 

Facebook: Holy Name of Mary Parish 

New or Returning 

Parishioners…                        

Please come along to the Parish Office  for a 

warm welcome and to pick up a Parish 

Information Kit . 

OUR PARISH PRAYER 
Loving God,  

you are the home for our hearts’ deepest longings.  
We find our way as families and as individuals only in you, through our brother Jesus,  

encouraged by the breath of your Spirit.  
We thank you for all the blessings we enjoy in our parish family.  

May we continue to share our gifts of life and love with glad and generous hearts. 
May our world be somehow more alive because we have passed this way. 

May Mary our parish patron continue to inspire us as we give new birth to your Word in our turn.  
We make our prayer in Jesus’ Name.    Amen. 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Sat.6.00pm 
Sun.8.00am, 10.00am, 6.00pm. 
St. Peter Chanel:  Sunday – 9.00am. 
WEEKDAY EUCHARIST 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Monday to Friday –9.00am. 
Saturday – 8.00am. 
St Peter Chanel: Wednesday 12.15pm 
RECONCILIATON: 
Holy Name of Mary: Saturday 
5.15pm-5.45pm or by request. 


