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We acknowledge the Walumatagal people — the first custodians of this place

September 12 2021 TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME /PARISH FEAST DAY

ADMIRATION TO ACTION—ARE WE ABLE?

Calendar

Everything on hold until we
are out of lockdown.
SEPTEMBER
We hope that this calendar will once again be
nicely stocked with parish events before too
long!
In the meantime we
continue patiently and
with good hope.

Late last week, just before Geelong took to the field to play their AFL semi-final, my Auntie Noella, fast closing
in on 96, called to see how I was and to discuss the footy! I asked her had she been watching the Paralympics
and she replied: “Oh yes, and with everything going wrong in the world, they show us that this world still has
something good to offer!”
She was surely echoing the response that many of us had as we enjoyed the Paralympic events and were
filled with admiration and delight at the performances of the athletes. In so many different sports, some of
them obscure and fascinating, the athletes displayed extraordinary skills. Their levels of expertise all born
from their years of training and working with a vast array of disabilities, gave us something to admire and
moved our hearts. Especially notable was the joy they all took in their performances. A bronze medal became
just as cherished as a gold one. The desire to win was so often replaced by the desire to do one’s best. The
delight that the athletes took in the performances of their competitors, revealed a real fellowship which made
the competition feel like fun rather than a matter of life or death, a characteristic that blights so much professional sport. In just about every interview with athletes, whether they’d won or not, the usual sentiment expressed was one of thankfulness and joy in their performances.
On display were some very integrated, mature human beings, whose wisdom and grace had much to teach
us. However, once the Paralympics were done and dusted, the athletes return to a world in which too often
they are ignored, sidelined and denied the rights that others access so easily.
The National Disability Insurance scheme, a noble concept but clumsy and hesitant in its provisions for those
for whom it’s designed, is a metaphor for a society that doesn’t quite know how to live with people who are
disabled. Employment opportunities are limited not by the disability of a person, but rather by the lack of foresight and imagination of businesses and employers. Job interviews are refused and applicants referred elsewhere. About 30% of employers have stated that they are not willing to make any adjustments to their businesses in order to accommodate people who are partially blind for instance. The applicants can bring with
them a wealth of knowledge and talent and if sufficient allowances are made to welcome them, they would
contribute to the community and the economy as effectively as other workers.
When we focus on what’s missing rather than what’s there, we are much the poorer.
In the very heart of the gospel we see Jesus not only welcoming but touching the disabilities that people carried with them. His first move towards them was always one of acceptance, no matter how disfigured or socially alienating the disfigurement. His focus was on the person not on the bits that were damaged or missing.
They never got in the way of his acceptance and love.
People who carry disabilities, whether physical, emotional or psychological, have often had a hard time finding
acceptance in a church which claims to make present the love that Jesus brings with him. Much good is being
done to remedy this and much still waits to be achieved. The same is probably true of each one of us as we
look in the mirror and observe our own disabled souls and bodies. Some good healing could be at hand when
we learn to treat ourselves with more care, less anxiety and more honest acceptance.
Auntie Noella was on the money when she recognised the good with which the Paralympic athletes gifted us.
Our challenge as a society is to turn our admiration into action. Our response is important for the well-being
of our whole community.
The question is whether this response of ours is abled or disabled!

Father Kevin
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What’s on?
HOW WELL DO YOU
KNOW YOUR PARISH?
See if anyone in your pew
knows the name of this parishioner. Her name next
week. Last week’s photo: Bernie Winters

PARISH YOUTH
MINISTRY CONTINUES
IN LOCKDOWN
Luana and Danielle, our Youth
Ministry coordinators have been
at work during this lockdown as
Luana reports here:
Despite lockdown, our youth
ministers have still been continuing their amazing work from
home. During this time, they
have been working with Marist
Sisters’ College and Holy Cross
College to organise a group of
student volunteers to help out
with youth group events.
They have led a training event
for their volunteers via zoom,
and are really excited to eventually begin working with their new
wonderful volunteers. They
have been utilising their time in
lockdown to come up with new
creative and fun ideas for their
next events and are very excited
to share these with the kids
when
lockdown
lifts!
Thanks,
Luana
CHILD SAFETY— OUR
SPECIAL PRIORITY

Twenty Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time Year B

ARCHBISHOP’S
AFGHAN REFUGEE
APPEAL
Sydney Catholic Archbishop,
Anthony Fisher OP, has
launched the Archbishop’s
Afghan Refugee Appeal. The
appeal will raise desperately
needed funds and commit the
Archdiocese resources of education, health and welfare to
Afghan families and individuals
fleeing their homeland in the
wake of the Taliban takeover of
Afghanistan. The UN and aid
agencies are preparing for a
Syria scale refugee crisis. The
appeal means that those who
find their way to Australia will
have support and resources
waiting for them. These dark
times remind all of us that we
really are our brothers’ and our
sisters’ keeper. For further
information contact Fr Peter
Smith at the Justice and Peace
Office:
0408
613 709.

“LIGHT UP IN
LOCKDOWN”
Marea de Angelis, our Family
Faith Educator is preparing a
weekly reflection based on the
gospel of each Sunday for
families at Villa Maria School.
Each session contains some
prayer, music, animations and
a few words from Father Kevin.
To access this week’s reflection, just copy this link into
your browser:
https://docs.google.com/presentation/
d/1VZIeQTrW1BjzQ6VFCnprMkWvuU1S8zDJAw_MhAz5n0/
edit#slide=id.p

REACHING OUT
DURING LOCKDOWN
Let’s all look out for each other
during this extended lock-down
particularly those who are finding
it tough. We have a number of
ways in our community that can
help us stay connected:
Forget-Me-Nots: We have a
band of helpers who can be a
friendly voice and someone to
chat to, go on a walk with or indeed help with shopping or provide a meal.
Contact Marea De Angelis on
0419 448 201 or:
mareadeangelis0@gmail.com

Helping hands: We know there
are many families juggling work
and home schooling or otherwise
doing it tough due to loss of income through lockdown.
Contact: David Macedone on
0412 049 895 or davemacedone@hotmail.com or
Marnie Butler on 0413 004 702
or MButler@monte.nsw.edu.au
Assistance is also available
through the
parish Counselling ministry.

WEEK AND SAFEGUARDING SUNDAY
Safeguarding Sunday, 12 September 2021
This week the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney celebrated National Child Protection Week for
the fifth year in a row, and today,
the week culminates with the
celebration of Safeguarding Sunday. The celebration of this past
week, leading up to Safeguarding
Sunday, has provided us with an
opportunity to reflect on how we
can improve the ways we care
for, protect and listen to the Children and Young People in our
communities.
To help us reflect, the Safeguarding Office has developed two new
resources; the Children’s Activity
Book and A Guide for Young
People to Better Understand their
Wellbeing.
Additionally, the Safeguarding
Offices of the Archdiocese of
Sydney, the Diocese of Parramatta and the Diocese of Broken
Bay, have collaborated on the
development of a resource. Entitled Children and Young People’s
Participation in Catholic Communities, this guide promotes community awareness to support,
engage, listen to and communicate with Children and Young
People.

If you would like help please
reach out to Catherine at the parish office (9817 5325
or villamar@bigpond.net.au ) and These resources can be acwe will assist with connecting you. cessed on the Safeguarding website: https://
www.sydneycatholic.org/
safeguarding-and-childprotection/

CHILD PROTECTION

VILLA MARIA CHALLENGE LAST WEEK—BECOME PART OF
THE COVER OF A BOOK!

SHARING THE LOVE!
Parishioners Maureen Hurley
and daughter Emily take their
nursing skills to a Covid-19
facility at Broken Hill. We send
them our good wishes and a
prayer that they
stay safe as
they serve the
people in the far
west.

Page 3

Twenty Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time Year B

Well Done...CONGRATS AND WELCOME
ZONE
BAPTISMS: We’re keeping SPRING!
the water warm and the oils For all that weighs on us right now,
ready for when the lockdown we are being blessed with superb
is lifted!
spring weather, surely a cause for
thankfulness and joy!
Let’s thank God for these days even
in the midst of our frustration and
uncertainty.

Pray for... PRAYER ZONE
Please pray for all those who
are sick or in special need in
our community:
Janet Muscat, Judy Craig, Andrew & Lina Gullotta, Suzanne
Traill, Jill Caldwell, Valerie
Grant, Catherine Keating, Eddie
& Carmel Walsh, Michelle
Makin, Patrick Dowling & Colleen Hussin.

POINT TO PONDER
St Peter Chanel Church patiently waiting for our
return!

JOHN EARLS AND
CHARLES TITMUS
Parish stalwarts, Charles and
John are both in need of our prayers at this time as they battle a
variety of health issues.
Each of them is facing his health
challenges with real faith and trust
in God’s care. They have both
served the parish community
through a lifetime in many different roles and we pray for each of
them for peace and a refreshment
of their health.
God bless them both well.

COMING SOON
Hopefully First Holy Communion & Confirmation before year’s
end.

This Week… Scripture Zone
To go straight to this
Sunday’s Readings, copy
this link:
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/
readings/091221.cfm

First Reading:
Isaiah 50:5-9
I gave my body to those who
struck me.

Villa Maria Primary
School
Principal:
Mrs. Hannah Schneider
Mark Street, Hunters Hill, NSW
2110
T +61 2 9879 6100
www.vmhuntershill.catholic.edu.au
St Josephs’ College

Principal:
Mr Ross Tarlinton OAM
Mark Street, Hunters Hill, NSW
2110 T +61 2 9816 0802
www.joeys.org

Marist Sisters’ College
Principal:
Dr Anne Ireland
Ph: 9816 2041
www.mscw.nsw.edu.au
Thursday, 9 September is R U OK?Day.
The theme this year is 'Are they really
OK? Ask them today.' As we navigate
the ongoing pandemic and lockdown,
checking in with friends, family, neighbours and colleagues is more important
than ever. We encourage our College
community to watch out for signs that
someone they know is struggling and
reach out to others to have those important conversations. Offering support
to those who need it can make a big
difference

Response
I will walk in the presence of the
Lord in the land of the living.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
My only glory is the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ,
Which crucifies the world to me
and me to the world.
Alleluia!

Gospel Reading
Mark 8: 27-35
You are the Christ...the Son of
Man was destined to suffer much.

Second Reading:
James 2: 14-18
Faith without good works is
dead.

First Reading : Wisdom 2: 12, 17-20
Second Reading : James 3:10-4:3
Gospel Reading : Mark 9: 30-37

A PARISH OF THE MARIST FATHERS

PARISH OFFICE:
3A Mary Street.
Hours: 9.00am – 5.00pm, Mon-Fri
PHONE: 9817 5325.
FAX: 9817 4615.
EMAIL: villamar@bigpond.net.au
Web: www.hnom.com.au
Facebook: Holy Name of Mary Parish
SUNDAY MASS TIMES
Holy Name of Mary:
Sat.6.00pm
Sun.8.00am, 10.00am, 6.00pm.
St. Peter Chanel: Sunday – 9.00am.
WEEKDAY EUCHARIST
Holy Name of Mary:
Monday to Friday –9.00am.
Saturday – 8.00am.
St Peter Chanel: Wednesday 12.15pm
RECONCILIATON:
Holy Name of Mary: Saturday
5.15pm-5.45pm or by request.

PARISH TEAM:
Parish Priest:
Father Kevin Bates SM, OAM
Ph: 0425 333 129
kev@kevinbates.com
Priests Assisting:
Fathers Aliki Langi SM, Ph: 0408 896 839
Paul Pidcock SM, OAM, Paul Pearce SM, JP
Parish Secretary: Catherine Byrne
Associate Secretary: Maggie Mullane
Sacramental Coordinator: Rosalia Foley

New or Returning
Parishioners…
Please come along to the Parish Office for a
warm welcome and to pick up a Parish
Information Kit .

fft@hnom.com.au 0409 608 979
Parish Safeguarding Support Officers:

Youth Group: Luana: 0426845053 or

Caitlin Pfafflin & Kathleen Lee:
hnompsso@gmail.com

Youth Ministry: Danielle Dwyer & Luana di
Stefano: youthministryhnom@gmail.com

……………………………………………...
BAPTISM:
By arrangement. Parents please contact the
presbytery to book & arrange to attend the
Baptism Prep Program
BAPTISM PREPARATION EVENINGS:
Tuesday 12 October, Parish Hall @ 7.30pm
……………………………………………………
MARRIAGE:

IT Group: Bobby Mackun 0434 070 350
Aged Ministry : Margaret Gambley 9807 2160

At least six months notice must be given. The
parish clergy will officiate primarily for parishioners. Others will generally need to arrange their
own Priest or Deacon.

.....................................................................

PARISH PASTORAL GROUPS AND
CONTACTS
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson:
Tom Roche
Tom.roche7@gmail.com
Parish Pastoral Council Secretary:
Lynne Lyons
Lynne.Harman@gbca.org.au

Parish Finance Committee:
Andrew Curtin 0423 123 995
Family Faith Educator: Marea De Angelis
Ph: 0419 448 201

RCIA: Janet Greene 9879 6515
Counselling: Deborah Khoury 0409 719
443
………………………………………………...
Villa Play Group: Tues 9:30-11:30am
Parish Hall. Mercedes Simola 0414 625 384
www.hnom.com.au/children
St Vincent De Paul: Tony Adukewicz 0411 641
895

Meditation Group: Gabrielle Woodcock,
9817 0097

Danielle: 0400 871 423

Grief Support Group:
Cecilia Brungs: 0412 284 028

Social Justice Group:
David Macedone: 0412 049 895;
Marnie Butler: 0413 004 702
Marist Laity Group: Cathy Gallo 9817 2959
Josiane Espinosa 9807 9199
……………………………………………………...

Liturgy Group & Music Ministry: Kia
Mackun 0435 899 917, Ralph Fitzgerald 0412
230 626

Eucharistic Ministry Coordinators:
HNM: Maggie Mullane: 0411 475 469
SPC: Maria Goode: 0423 706 830

Altar Servers Coordinator:
Yvonne Young: 0410 588 063
Email: yyhnom@gmail.com

Readers HNM: Paul Trainor: 0416 884 142
SPC: Mark Volpato: 9816 4431
Children’s Liturgy:
HNM: Olivia Edwards: 0409 541 177
Email: oedwards121@gmail.com
Altar Society: Julia Cuming: 0412 031 451
Annette Hills: 0401 252 064
Ukelele Group: Fr Aliki: 0408 896 839

Cleaners:
HNM: Maggie Mullane 0411 475 469
SPC: Sharon Breen: 0403 189 018
Men’s Group:
Gerardo D'Angelo 0418 294 063

Inter-Church Council:
Richard Korkor 0410 431 022
Prayer Group: Maryanne Knoblanche
9816 2273/ 0403 170 061

OUR PARISH PRAYER
Loving God,
you are the home for our hearts’ deepest longings.
We find our way as families and as individuals only in you, through our brother Jesus,
encouraged by the breath of your Spirit.
We thank you for all the blessings we enjoy in our parish family.
May we continue to share our gifts of life and love with glad and generous hearts.
May our world be somehow more alive because we have passed this way.
May Mary our parish patron continue to inspire us as we give new birth to your Word in our turn.
We make our prayer in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

