
TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C    

WHAT IS TRUTH? 

 

22 SEPTEMBER 2019 

HOLY NAME OF MARY PARISH HUNTERS HILL 
ST PETER CHANEL WOOLWICH 

We acknowledge the Walumatagal people — the first custodians of this place 

Calendar 

 SEPTEMBER 

26 Grief Support 
 Group Meeting 
 Parish House 
 7.30pm 

27 Grandparents 
 Day Mass Villa 
 Maria School 
 9.30am 

27 OASIS Yr 5-6 
 Youth Group 
 Parish Hall 
 6.00pm 

 OCTOBER 

15 Baptism Prep 
 Session Chapter 
 Hall 7.30pm 

16 Social Justice 
Group Meeting 
Parish House 
7.30pm 

17 Anointing Mass 
Chapter Hall 
11.30am 

22 Parish Pastoral 
 Council Meeting 
 Chapter Hall 
 7.30pm 

23 First                          
 Reconciliation 
 Parent                  
 Reflection                
 Session Parish 
 Hall 7.-00pm 

 

Pontius Pilate’s iconic question has echoed down the centuries and in the present day still has lots of life in 

it! When Trump aide, Kellyanne Conway appropriated George Orwell’s “Alternative Facts” early on in the 

Trump administration she launched not so much a trend as a way of life! “Alternative Facts” was closely 

followed by “Fake News” which went on to become Macquarie Dictionary’s Word of the year! “Misspoke” 

came in a close third behind these two. All these aliases for lying did nothing to diminish the credibility of the 

perpetrators whose fans seem to expect nothing less. Evading, distorting, denying, all become tools of trade 

in this new world in which deception is the norm and Truth is hidden from view.  

Locally we’ve seen this in more clumsy mode at the NSW Independent Commission Against Corruption over 

recent weeks and in Federal Parliament this past week. We’ve forgotten what we saw or knew, with whom 

we spoke, with which groups we were associated, and then sometimes we suddenly remembered! We could 

broaden this survey to include banks and other financial institutions, the Church and some business organi-

zations. The Truth often takes a long time to be embraced. How torturously in this country we’ve come to 

some kind of acceptance of the reality of climate change for instance, an “Inconvenient Truth” as Al Gore 

labelled it. These public deceptions are easy to spot.  They may be for us a source of disappointment or self

-righteous delight. It would be a shame if we left it at that. There are lessons to be learnt from this culture in 

which truth is negotiable. We can deceive as well as anyone else. A friend once quipped: “I’ve got my princi-

ples but if you don’t like them I’ve got some others!” 

Truth is so often confronting, and we tend to water it down or side-step it altogether. Before Truth, I am na-

ked.  I have nowhere to hide and anyone who looks can see who I really am. We’ve noted before that we all 

have a genius for self-deception. We rationalise our attitudes and behaviours, as we don’t want to be out-of-

step with our friends as our self-image sadly and often depends on their acceptance. We even end up be-

lieving our distortions ourselves. In all this we create a great burden for ourselves. Deception builds upon 

deception and new lies need to be created in order to prop up the story we’ve been portraying.  This ex-

hausting cycle entraps us so that we are constantly on the watch for any threats to the fortress of lies we’ve 

built around us.  

Jesus calls us to another place, where Truth is named, honoured and embraced. He assures us that when 

Truth shapes hearts, we’ll no longer be burdened and the energy we used to defend our deceptions can be 

put to better use:                                                                                                                                                   
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disci-

ples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” John 8:31-32 

Living the Truth, we are free to be our true selves, gifted, wounded, graced, sinful, all without fear. Every-

thing we are can be caught up by God’s grace. Nothing is beyond Love’s reach. It’s what we celebrate in the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. A great load is lifted from our shoulders as the world of misleading gossip, 

rumour, scandal-mongering become things of the past.  

What is Truth? It is one of God’s own characteristics. Wherever Truth is spoken and lived, God is very near. 

Polonius’ advice to his departing son Laertes in Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” brings our musing to a close: 

“This above all: to thine own self be true, And it must follow, as the night the day, 
Thou canst not then be false to any man. Farewell, my blessing season this in thee!”                                

Hamlet Act 1, scene 3, 78–80                                                                                                 Father Kevin  
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HOW WELL DO YOU 
KNOW YOUR PARISH? 
See if anyone in your pew 

knows the name of this parish-

ioner. His name next 

week. Last Week’s 

photo: John Earls 

RECONCILIATION  
REGISTRATION  
Please register online for the 
Sacrament of First Reconcilia-
tion using the Trybooking sys-

tem. 

In addition to personal infor-
mation, you will need the follow-
ing in order to complete your 

registration. 

1. Baptism Certificate 

2. Credit Card details for pay-

ment of $40.50 (The 
payment is to cover the 
cost of administration 
and the materials re-
quired for the prepara-

tion program.) 

Bookings open 7pm 18th Sep-
tember and close 7pm 18th 
October.  The link to the Try-

booking is:  

https://
www.trybooking.com/
BFHTH  
or  
https://
www.trybooking.com/5500
89  

If you are unable to use this 
system please come to the Par-
ish office during business hours 
to complete the forms and pay 
$40 registration fee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OASIS GAMES NIGHT 
Oasis, The Parish Year 5—6 

Group is meeting                   

Friday 27 September in the Par-

ish Hall at 6.00pm. 

Bring your favourite games to 

share. 

Parent Supervised$5 each for 

pizza meal                                  

All Welcome! 

What’s on?                                                                                                             
IGNITE CONFERENCE 
The Ignite Conference is one of 

Australia’s most powerful Catho-

lic youth and family conferences.  

For the first time this October 3-6 

Ignite Conference will be held in 

Sydney.  The conference draws 

together a network of high 

schoolers, young adults, ministry 

leaders, families, teachers, 

priests and religious from around 

the country. Students from all 

Sydney Catholic Schools are 

offered a 50% discount and spe-

cial packages. For more infor-

mation visit: 

www.sydneycatholicyouth.org/ignite19 or 

info@sydneycatholicyouth.org 

PLENARY COUNCIL       
LISTENING AND               
DISCERNMENT 
The Plenary Council invites peo-

ple to continue to participate in 

the journey towards the Council 

session in 2020 and 2021. “The 

Listening and Discernment” 

phase recently opened and a 

guide has been developed to 

encourage groups to take part in 

communal discernment on the 

National Themes for Discern-

ment.  Learn more about the 

Christian practice of discernment 

and download the guide, “Let’s 

Listen and Discern”, at 

www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org 

 

 

 

CHILD SAFETY—             
OUR SPECIAL PRIORITY

UKELELE CONCERT 
Saturday 21st September the Villa 

Maria parishioners are invited to a free 

ukulele Lay Marist Group Concert in 

the Parish Hall at 7.30pm. 

All welcome to join us in a fun filled 

musical night shared with our Glad-

stone Lay Marist Ukelele group. 

CATHOLIC BUSHWALKING 
CLUB 
Join today www.cbcnsw.org.au 

tel. 0478 919 427. 

We also do canoeing,  camping, rock 

climbing, indoor climbing, cross-

country skiing, bike riding and social 

functions and walks every weekend.  

DO YOU KNOW ANY  
SENIORS IN YOUR              
COMMUNITY WHO COULD 
USE A LITTLE HELP AT 
HOME? 
Catholic Care  home care services 

help seniors to enjoy living inde-

pendently in their own home with com-

fort and confidence. Call CCareline on 

13 18 19 to find out more.  

CONGRATULATIONS             
VALERIE GRANT 
Congratulations and best wishes to 

Valerie Grant who celebrated her 95th 

birthday this week.  We ask God’s 

blessing on this lovely lady whose faith 

has been an inspiration to many.  You 

are in our thoughts and prayers . 

Parking for disabled people is availa-

ble. 

PARISH DINNER 
Saturday 26 October 
Parish Hall 
7.00pm 
Tickets $65/ Person (BYO) 

Bookings: 

https://
www.trybooking.com/
BEYKW 

The Parish Dinner is      
always a most enjoyable 
social event and a valuable 
fund-raiser for the parish.  

If you know any new pa-
rishioners, please invite 
them along! 

RSVP 10 October 

MEN’S GROUP DINNER LAST WEEK 

Michael David reflects on Religion 

and Rugby with a group resembling 

the apostles at the Last Supper!  

Thanks so much Michael for a stimu-

lating and enjoyable presentation. 
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Pray for... PRAYER ZONE 

MARIE FIELD 
We keep in our hearts our dear 

Marie Field and her family.  

Marie’s daughter Maria died last 

weekend after a long battle with 

cancer. She was surrounded by 

her loving family who themselves 

now need our prayers.  

May Maria rest in peace after her 

long time ot suffering and may her 

family be renewed in good time by 

their faith and the love which sur-

rounds them.  

Marist Sisters’ College 
Principal: Dr Anne Ireland            

Ph: 9816 2041         

www.mscw.nsw.edu.au   

MSCW will celebrate Year 12 2019 
students with a Graduation Award 
Ceremony, Mass and Supper next 
week. These events are a beautiful 
way of celebrating our young ladies 
as they farewell the College and 
move towards their HSC examina-

tions. We wish them great success. 

First Reading :  Amos 6:1, 4-7 
Second Reading :  1 Timothy 6:11-16 

Gospel Reading :  Luke 16:19-31 

This Week… Scripture Zone 

First Reading: 
Amos 8:4-7 
In very age, it seems, the poor 

are the victims of injustice.  The 

prophet Amos speaks out 

against the sort of injustice 

against the poor, in this case, 

when they are buying their food 

at the grain market.           

Response       
Praise the Lord who lifts up the 

poor.       

Alleluia ! 

Second Reading                
1 Timothy 2:1-8 

This reading is part of a longer 

section of Paul’s First Letter to 

Timothy (2:1-6:2) which gives 

advice on the duties of the mem-

bers of the household.  In this 

reading, Paul is encouraging 

Timothy to pray for all people, 

because God wants all people to 

be saved.            

Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Jesus Christ was rich but he be-
came poor, to make you rich out 
of his poverty.     
Alleluia !  
 

Gospel Reading  
Luke 16:1-13 
In this parable about the wicked 

steward misusing his master’s 

property, Jesus shows how greed 

can warp our use of material 

things and the impossibility of 

serving both God and money.  

 

 

 

            

                             

FIRST RECONCILIATION PROGRAM                                    

begins Wednesday 23 October 

PARISH DINNER Saturday 26 October 

 Coming Soon 
POINT TO PONDER 
God of Truth keep me true,                                               
God of peace make me peace,                                           
God all gift make gift of me,                                                       
Oh God all freedom make me free. 
 
The Truth that keeps eluding me O Lord 
may I discover, 
The peace I cry for rest my heart in you, 
The gift you made of me let me become, 
The freedom of your Spirit take me home.  
 
From a song: “God of Truth”,                       
Kevin Bates sm 1989 
 

Villa Maria Primary 
School 
Principal: Mr. Kevin Turner    

Phone: 98796100            

www.vmhuntershill.catholic.edu.au 

 

St Josephs’ College 
Principal: Dr Christopher Hayes    

Mark Street, Hunters Hill, NSW 

2110      T +61 2 9816 0802     

www.joeys.org 

Well Done...CONGRATS AND THANKS 
ZONE 

Please pray for all those who 

are sick or in special need in 

our community:                                                                                                               

Janet Muscat, Judy Craig, 

Andrew & Lina Gullotta, Su-

zanne Traill, Frank Lloyd, 

Winifred Wall. John Burton, 

Madge Mullen, Jill Caldwell, 

Brian and Annette Sid-

greaves. 

  

 

 

 

 

VILLA MARIA STAFF 
Congratulations to the Villa Maria 

School Staff who spent time last 

week on a kind of nomadic retreat.  

They began with Mass at St Patrick’s 

Church Hill, followed by a delightful 

reflection session with Sr Fidelis sm, 

who now serves many of the street 

people in the city.  Following a long 

walk, the retreat came to a close at 

Chris O’Brien Lifehouse where the 

Staff entertained passers-by with 

song and then enjoyed a multi-

cultural lunch provided by refugee 

chefs. It was an enriching time for all. 

Congratulations and a very 

warm welcome to Louis 

Allan Moylan who will be 

baptized into our Christian 

community this weekend.  

http://www.mscw.nsw.edu.au
http://www.joeys.org/


A PARISH OF THE MARIST FATHERS 

PARISH OFFICE: 
3A Mary Street. 
Hours: 9.00am – 5.00pm, Mon-Fri 
PHONE: 9817 5325. 
FAX: 9817 4615. 
EMAIL: villamar@bigpond.net.au 

PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest:  
Father Kevin Bates SM, OAM 
Ph: 0425 333 129 
kev@kevinbates.com 
Priests Assisting: 
Fathers Aliki Langi SM, Ph: 0408 896 839      
John Worthington SM, Paul Pidcock SM, 
OAM 
Parish Secretary: Sylvia Gutierrez & Cathe-
rine Byrne 

Associate Secretary: Maggie Mullane 
Sacramental Coordinator: Rosalia Foley 
fft@hnom.com.au 0409 608 979 
Parish Safeguarding Support Officers: 

Caitlin Pfafflin & Kathleen Lee: 

hnompsso@gmail.com   

……………………………………………... 

BAPTISM: 
By arrangement. Parents please contact the 
presbytery to book & arrange to attend the 
Baptism Prep Program 
BAPTISM  PREPARATION EVENINGS:        
Tuesdays: 15 October, 12 November, 10  
December, Chapter Hall @ 7.30pm 
…………………………………………………… 
MARRIAGE: 
At least six months notice must be given. The 
parish clergy will officiate primarily for parishion-
ers. Others will generally need to arrange their 
own Priest or  Deacon.     

..................................................................... 

PARISH PASTORAL GROUPS AND           
CONTACTS     
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson:       
Marita Winters 
bmwinters6@gmail.com                          
Parish Pastoral Council Secretary:          
Carmen Pelling                                                   

cdpellin@gmail.com 

Parish Finance Committee:                       
Michael Lindsay  0423 020 002 

Family Faith Educator: Marea De Angelis 

Ph: 0419 448 201 

RCIA: Janet Greene 9879 6515                                                   

Counselling:  Deborah Khoury 0409 719 
443 
………………………………………………... 
Villa Play Group: Tues 9:30-11:30am     
Parish Hall. Mercedes Simola 0414 625 384 
www.hnom.com.au/children 
St Vincent De Paul: Paul Ladd 0468 355 753 

Meditation Group: Gabrielle Woodcock,                

9817 0097       

Youth Group: Luana: 0426845053 or                       

Danielle: 0400 871 423      

Young Adults Group: Nicholas Fearnley  

0401 722 839 

Aged Ministry :  Margaret Gambley 9807 2160                                                     

Grief Support Group:                                      

Cecilia Brungs:  0412 284 028  

Social Justice Group:                                            

David Macedone: 0412 049 895;                                                                   

Marnie Butler: 0413 004 702                                                                                                                                               

Marist Laity Group:     Cathy Gallo 9817 2959, 

Josiane Espinosa 9807 9199                  
……………………………………………………...                                                                                            

Liturgy Group: Kia Mackun 0435 899 917                                             
Eucharistic Ministry Coordinators:         

HNM: Maggie Mullane: 0411 475 469 

SPC: Maria Goode: 0423 706 830 

Altar Servers Coordinator:                                    

Yvonne Young: 0410 588 063                       

Email: yyhnom@gmail.com 

Readers HNM: Barry Buffier:   9817 8805 

SPC: Mark Volpato: 9816 4431                 

Children’s Liturgy:                                          

HNM: Olivia Edwards: 0409 541 177    

Email: oedwards121@gmail.com 

SPC: Tee Davies: 0407 827 957     

Altar Society: Julia Cuming:     0412 031 451 

Annette Hills: 0401 252 064      

Cleaners:                                                                            

HNM: Mike Burfitt: 9879 4197                             

SPC:  Annette Hills: 0401 252 064 

Men’s Group:                                                      

Clinton McDonald: 0419 646 311                       

Gerardo D'Angelo   0418 294 063 

Inter-Church Council:                                  

Richard Korkor  0410 431 022 

Prayer Group: Maryanne Knoblanche 9816 

2273/ 0403 170 061 
      

Web: www.hnom.com.au 

Facebook: Holy Name of Mary Parish 

New or Returning 

Parishioners…                        

Please come along to the Parish Office  for a 

warm welcome and to pick up a Parish 

Information Kit . 

OUR PARISH PRAYER 
Loving God,  

you are the home for our hearts’ deepest longings.  
We find our way as families and as individuals only in you, through our brother Jesus,  

encouraged by the breath of your Spirit.  
We thank you for all the blessings we enjoy in our parish family.  

May we continue to share our gifts of life and love with glad and generous hearts. 
May our world be somehow more alive because we have passed this way. 

May Mary our parish patron continue to inspire us as we give new birth to your Word in our turn.  
We make our prayer in Jesus’ Name.    Amen. 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Sat.6.00pm 
Sun.8.00am, 10.00am, 6.00pm. 
St. Peter Chanel:  Sunday – 9.00am. 
WEEKDAY EUCHARIST 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Monday to Friday –9.00am. 
Saturday – 8.00am. 
St Peter Chanel: Wednesday 12.15pm 
RECONCILIATON: 
Holy Name of Mary: Saturday 
5.15pm-5.45pm or by request. 


