
Holy Family Year A 

DECEMBER 

27 Reconciliation  

 8:30-9:30am 

JANUARY 2026 

1 Adoration Resumes 

 9am-5pm HNOM 

FEBRUARY 2026 

1 Blessing Fr Kevin’s    

 Benches  

  HNOM after 

10am Mass 

 WEEKLY 

 Tuesday 

16Dec Last Meditation 2025 

 Resumes 13 Jan ‘26 

 Tues 10-10:45am 

 Chapter hall 

 Wednesday    

 NO MIDDAY MASS 

 SPC  JANUARY  

 Thursday 

 Exposition of Blessed 

 Sacrament 

 9am-5pm HNOM 

 Friday 

 Legion of Mary  

 9:30am Chapter Hall 

 Adoration   

 7:30am-9am HNOM 

 Saturday 

 Rosary  

 8:30am Chapter Hall 

  MONTHLY 

1st Friday 

 Twiddle Muffs 

 9:30am Meeting Room  

1st Saturday 

 Anointing Mass 

 8am HNOM  

2nd Saturday 

 Marist Laity 

 9-10:30am  

 Chapter Hall  

This Homily from Christmas Eve Mass 2022 delivered by Fr Kevin Bates has been edited and we know Fr Kevin would 

have included the recent tragedy at Bondi Beach.   (Fr Michael) 
 

There are many things that we celebrate at Christmas time and many ways of celebrating, many images that we have 
around the birth of Jesus. One that jumps out at me at this time is that his arrival among us is the result of a God who 
listens for us, a God who hears and a God who hears us in our times of joy and celebration and especially in times of 

suffering and struggle. 

 

Our God just never fails to hear us and respond and the depth of our suffering and our brokenness is such that he sent 
the very best gift he could, his own son, to be our hope and our joy, and so it is a day when we really celebrate gladly 
when we get together as people who believe  and who share our common faith and we rejoice together, so it  is a won-

derful occasion and we have many reasons to celebrate here in our country. 

 

The God who listens out for us entrusts us, entrusts his gift into the womb of Mary, a humble girl, and then invites us to 
receive his gift and then to spread it as best we can.  And we don’t have to look very far to see that the love that comes 

with his gift at Christmas time is meant for all people and for all creation and is sorely needed in our time.   

 

If we look around the wider world, the tragedy of Gaza and Ukraine come to mind. We can bring it closer to home and to 

our own lives to our own families.  

 

There is so much that is in need of this healing, liberating love that is born on Christmas Day and is now born in our 

hearts as we gather to celebrate his arrival.  

 

I started by speaking about the God who hears us, the God who listens out for us and God is also the God who entrusts 
us with the mission of listening out with great care and attentiveness for one another. So as we gather this Christmas 
time we might tap a few shoulders and ask each other, Who are you listening for ? What are you listening out for ? The 
gift that we receive and celebrate this Christmas, what are we going to do with it? Are we going to invite one another to 
join us in listening and then responding to the cries of our world, just as our God has done in giving us the precious gift 

of his son Jesus?           Fr Kevin Bates sm 

DECEMBER 28 2025 

HOLY NAME OF MARY PARISH HUNTERS HILL 

We acknowledge the Wallumedegal people — the first custodians of this place 

THURSDAY 29th DECEMBER 2022—Fr Kevin 

BAPTISMS 

 

 

Mimi and Harry joined in the celebration of 

Audrey’s and Henry’s baptisms last 

week at St Peter Chanel, and helped  

welcome them into our faith community.  
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All bulletin pieces need to reach the Parish Office by 1pm on 

Wednesday 

THE SAFETY OF  
CHILDREN AND 

VULNERABLE 
PEOPLE— 

IS OUR  SPECIAL PRIORITY

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the 
police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. 
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 
(02) 9390 5813 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance.  The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

USED STAMPS- Please place used stamps in box-

es provided in both churches. (SPC foyer, HNM side 

entrance). Monies raised go to Marist Missions. 

PLANNED GIVING ONLINE & 

BUILDING FUND 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/hu

ntershillparish 

For the Building Fund, select 

Biller Code:1001991 Building 

Fund Appeal Our Spiritual Home 
See also back page of Bulletin 

ADVENT DAILY REFLECTIONS  
“IN HOLY STILLNESS” 
A book of Daily Reflections for Advent 

Year A 2025 is available from the back 

of the Church $5. Please pay via Tap 

and Go. Thank you.  

HELP OUR REFUGEES FIND 
WORK 

If anyone has useful information or links 
to help our refugee men get general 
labouring, warehousing or manufacturing 
work, please contact Pod at 
pod@thewisdomvault.org or on 

0417863324. 

ANNUAL MARIST LAITY    

CHRISTMAS CAKE RAFFLE 

And the lucky winner is Carmela Di 

Pietro.  

The raffle was organised by The 

Marist Laity for the boy and girl 

street children orphanages in The 

Philippines. The Marist Laity would 

like to thank all for their generous 

support of these children. The 

amount raised was $1665.50 

VINNIES CHRISTMAS CARDS & 
COLUMBAN  CALENDARS 

Christmas cards and Columban Calen-

dars will be on sale at both Churches. 

The price for 10 Christmas cards packs 

and Calendars $10 each. 

If no one from Vinnies is in attendance 

after mass please put money as follows  

St Peter Chanel Church - in the poor 

box at the back wall of church 

Holy name of Mary Church—in the 

paper slot on the desk at the back. 

Thank you for your patronage. SVdP 

PARISH OFFICE CHRISTMAS HOURS   

Parish Office Christmas Hours  

Parish Office last day will be Tuesday 23 
December 2025. Office will be closed 
Wed 24th Dec 2025. Reopening     
Monday 5 January 2026  

VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

Vinnies Christmas Appeal—if you still 
have envelopes, please place them on 
the collection plate or if you would still 
want to make a donation please use the 
QR code here. 
So far this year we have 
been generously sup-
ported by our Parish and 
the local schools. We 
thank all the people who 
have been supporting us and ask for 
their continued generosity.   
Envelopes will be available for contribu-
tions and can be placed on  the collection 
plate, or use the QR code. All donations 
are tax deductible. 
Please be assured that all monies donat-
ed will be used supporting those in need 
in our Parish. Thank you.  

2026 DATES 
*Meditation: Resumes 13 Jan 
2026 Tues 10-10:45am Chapter 
Hall 

*Scripture Group 1:30pm Meeting 
Room 

*Ukulele 5pm Meeting Room re-
sume Feb 26  

UPDATE - FR KEVIN’S BENCHES 

Another amazing project undertaken by 

the Men’s Shed was the benches placed 

on the grassed area beside HNOM to 

honour the legacy of Fr Kevin. These 

benches will be blessed on Sun 1 Feb 

2026 after the 10am Mass at HNOM. 

This will be fol-

lowed by morn-

ing tea. Please 

come along, all 

are very wel-

come. 

JRS DONATIONS 
Jesuit Refugee Service are collecting 

non-perishable food items. 

SR FIDELIS 
We are still collecting these men’s items - 

toiletries, warm casual clothes, shoes & 
backpacks/roller luggage. Please bring all 

items to the Parish Office. 

LOVE IN THE FLESH 

How Christianity Illuminates Marriage 
and How Marriage Illuminates Christi-
anity  

In partnership with the Catholic Archdio-
cese of Sydney, the Theology of the 
Body Institute and Dr Christopher West 
return to Sydney for an unforgettable 

evening! 

Discover how God’s love, revealed in the 
flesh through Christ, is reflected in the 
mystery of marriage itself. Dr West will 
unpack how masculinity, femininity, and 
marital love all point us to the heart of the 
Gospel. You will never see love, mar-

riage, or faith the same way again. 

 Date: Saturday, 17 January 2026 

Time: 6:30 pm –  9:00 pm  

Venue: St Kevin’s Catholic  Eastwood 

Adults only event (18+). Seats are limited  

More information and to register, visit 

https://www.trybooking.com/DFVXL 

For enquiries, TOBI@sydneycatholic.org. 

‘STEPPING ON’ FALL PRE-

VENTION PROGRAM 

Catholic Healthcare Home & Com-

munity Services are offering govern-

ment subsidized programs for sen-

iors over the age of 65yrs. The 

Stepping On Falls Prevention 

Program is being held on 7 consec-

utive Thursdays (from 12th Feb 

2026) 10am to 12pm at Holy Name 

of Mary Parish Hall, 3A Mary St, 

Hunters Hill. 

The program is fun, social and pro-

vides lots of information about how 

you can reduce your risk of falls.  

Booking is Essential. All partici-

pants are required to be registered 

and obtained a referral code from 

My Aged Care. Further information 

PH: Theresa Chan on 9811 5201 or 

email theresa.chan@chcs.com.au 

“REKINDLING THE CHRISTIAN 
FLAME”  

A Book by Andrew Dumas  

A reflective book for Christians and 
Catholics who feel disconnected 
from the Church, or for those seek-
ing spiritual formation. For more 
information, please visit 

www.andrewjohndumas.com 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY 

Christmas/New Year Issues 
The Catholic Weekly, Christmas edition, 
21 December and the last edition of the 
year, 28 Dec 2025 will be available this 

weekend.  

There will be no publication on Sun, 4 

Jan 2026. 

The first edition for 2026 will be on Sun, 

11 Jan 2026. 

CHRISTMAS @ THE CATHEDRAL 

The annual Christmas at the Cathedral 

will be held Wed 17th—Thurs 25th Dec 

5:30-10:30pm every night.  

Light show starts at 8:30pm 

Experience the magic of Christmas at our 

nine-day festival in the heart of Sydney! 

The forecourt of St Mary’s Cathedral will 

come alive each night with food and gift 

stalls, live entertainment, and projections 

illuminating the Cathedral. It is a wonder-

ful annual family event. 

JRS THANK YOU 
As we approach Christmas, I wanted to 
reach out to sincerely thank your Parish 
for your generous support of the JRS 
Australia Foodbank during this year and 

especially this Advent.  

Thanks to your kindness, we have been 
able to provide food, essentials and gift 
cards to over 150 families during a time of 
year that can be especially difficult for 
many. Your generosity has made a real 

and tangible difference. 

Wishing you a joyful and peaceful Christ-

mas. 

JRS Australia Team 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/huntershillparish
https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/huntershillparish
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Holy Family Year A Pray for... PRAYER ZONE 

Next Week:  
First Reading:  Isaiah 60:1–6  

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2–3, 5–6  
Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1–12  

This Week… 

 Marist Sisters’ College 
Prin: Rachel Sampson 

Woolwich Rd, Woolwich 2110      

Ph: +61 2 9816 2041    
mcswoolwich.syd.catholic.edu.au         

Villa Maria Primary School 
Prin: Mrs. Hannah Schneider 

Mark Street, Hunters Hill, 2110 

Ph: +61 2 9879 6100            

www.vmhuntershill.catholic.edu.au 

St Joseph’s College 
Prin: Michael Blake  

Mark St. Hunters Hill, 2110      

Ph: +61 2 9816 0802 

www.joeys.org  

First Reading 

Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) 3:2–6, 
12–14 

 

Ps 127:1–5 

 

Happy are those who fear the 
Lord and walk in his ways. 
 

Second Reading 

Colossians 3:12–21 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts; 

And the fullness of his message live 

within you 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel 

Matthew 2:13–15,19–23 
 
 

Page 3  

For those who are sick or in need in our Community 

Please pray for all those who are sick or in special need in our commu-

nity: 

Marcia Hale, Mary Nathing, Fr Paul Pearce, Tony 

Aduckiewicz, Moira Sullivan, Tim Kelly, Christine 

Ward, Sister Mary Comer, Maria Maestro, Adrienne 

Ryan, Joe Bannon, Janet Muscat, Suzanne Traill, 

Valerie Grant, Catherine Keating,  Michelle Makin, 

Colleen Hussin, Bill & Dorothy Campbell and    

Veronia Rinaldo. 

May They Rest in Peace 

Sadly we learned that Br Terry Garratt went home to God last night, Monday 22nd 

December. 

We were so blessed to have Br Terry in our parish. He was always eager and willing 
to assist with any maintenance work required in the office or church and always did 

so with a smile and joyful heart. 

 

Another long time and much loved parishioner, Lynne Halmarick, passed away, 
this morning Tuesday 23rd December. We pray for Lynne, John and their extended 

family.  

Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmcswoolwich.syd.catholic.edu.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf360623cc0934985ef6e08da4e535f6a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637908417261179495%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAi
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PARISH OFFICE: 
3A Mary Street. 
Hours: 9.00am – 4.00pm, Mon-Fri 
PHONE: 9817 5325. 
EMAIL: office@holynameofmaryhh.org.au 

PARISH TEAM: 

Parish Priest:  

Fr Michael Carroll SM, 

parishpriest@holynameofmaryhh.org.au 

Priests Assisting: 

Fr Aliki Langi SM, Mob.: 0408 896 839        

Fr Paul Pearce SM, JP 

Parish Secretaries: Madeleine Carter & 

Maggie Mullane  

office@holynameofmaryhh.org.au 

Sacramental Coordinator: Rosalia Foley 

fft@holynameofmaryhh.org.au 0409 608 979 

Parish Safeguarding Support Officer: 

Linda Power: 

E: safeguarding@holynameofmaryhh.org.au 

……………………………………………... 

BAPTISMS & PREP EVENINGS: 

Please book online on the Sacraments tab, 

via our website www.hnom.com.au. Private 

baptisms by arrangement with the Parish 

Office 9817 5325 

BAPTISM  PREPARATION EVENINGS:        

Tuesdays, July 8th, Aug 12th, Sept 9th, Oct 7th, 

Nov 11th, Dec 9th in Chapter Hall @ 7.30pm 

MARRIAGE: 

At least six months notice must be given. The 

parish clergy will officiate primarily for parishion-

ers. Others will generally need to arrange their 

own Priest or Deacon.     

..................................................................... 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL     

PPC Chair(s): Felicity McCaffrey,  

  Michael Bramble 

PPC Secretary: Charlie Collins 

Contact via Parish Office 9817 5325 or 

ppc@hnom.com.au 

..................................................................... 

Parish Finance Committee:                       

Richard Quinn 0417 462 893 

Family Faith Educator: Marea De Angelis 

Ph: 0419 448 201 

RCIA: Janet Greene 9879 6515, Helen Farrell 

0421 450 650, Monica Vaughan 0416 071 597                                                   

Villa Play Group: Tues 9:30-11:30am     

Parish Hall. www.hnom.com.au/children 

St Vincent De Paul: 

Peter Ephraums  0493 820 787. 

Meditation Group: 

Gabrielle Woodcock 9817 0097       

Morning Tea: 

Angela Diec angeladiec@gmail.com   

Youth Group: Blossom - altarhnom@gmail.com 

or youthministryhnom@gmail.com 

IT Group: Jayden Zullo 0435 382 110 

mini-it@hnom.com.au 

Aged Ministry:                                        

Margaret Gambley 9807 2160                       

Care & Support Group:                                      

Cecilia Brungs  0412 284 028  

 

 

 

Marist Laity Group:               

Cathy Gallo 0400 900 120 

Legion of Mary:  

Collette Assaf 0405 535 584.  

Liturgy Group & Music Ministry:             

Ralph Fitzgerald 0412 230 626                                           

Eucharistic Ministry Coordinators:         
HNM: Damian Boland:               

damian.boland@acciona.com 

SPC: Maria Goode 0423 706 830 

Altar Servers Coordinator:                                    

Blossom Menzes   
Email: altarhnom@gmail.com 

Readers HNM: Paul Trainor 0416 884 142 

SPC: Mark Volpato 9816 4431                 
Children’s Liturgy:    

HNM: Christine Clark  

childliturgyholynameofmaryhh@gmail.com 

Altar Society: Kate Buckland 0409 175 642 

Annette Hills: 0401 252 064                                    

Ukulele Group: Fr Aliki 0408 896 839     

Cleaners:                                                                            

HNM: Andrew Tan 0412 891 949 

SPC:  Sharon Breen: 0403 189 018 

Men’s Group:                                                                             

Gerardo D'Angelo   0418 294 063 

Inter-Church Council:                                  

Richard Korkor  0410 431 022 

Prayer Group: Maryanne Knoblanche             

9816 2273/ 0403 170 061 

Web: www.hnom.com.au 

Facebook: Holy Name of Mary Parish 

New or Returning 

Parishioners…                        

Please come along to the Parish Office  for a 

warm welcome and to pick up a Parish 

Information Kit . 

OUR PARISH PRAYER 
Loving God,  

you are the home for our hearts’ deepest longings.  
We find our way as families and as individuals only in you, through our brother Jesus,  

encouraged by the breath of your Spirit.  
We thank you for all the blessings we enjoy in our parish family.  

May we continue to share our gifts of life and love with glad and generous hearts. 
May our world be somehow more alive because we have passed this way. 

May Mary our parish patron continue to inspire us as we give new birth to your Word in our turn.  
We make our prayer in Jesus’ Name.    Amen. 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Sat. 6.00pm Sept—April (5.00pm May –August) 

Sun. 8.00am, 10.00am, 6.00pm. 

St. Peter Chanel: 

Sun 9.00am. 

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Monday to Friday – 9.00am. 
Saturday – 8.00am. 

St Peter Chanel: Wednesday 12.15pm 

RECONCILIATON: 
Holy Name of Mary: 
Sat - 8:30am-9:30am or by request. 

A PARISH OF THE MARIST FATHERS  

CATHOLIC WEEKLY LINK https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/ 

PLANNED GIVING & PARISH BUILDING FUND 

Payments for regular Planned Giving (1st and 2nd collections) or the Parish Building Fund can be made by     

scanning the QR code or follow link. https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/huntershillparish 
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